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Study Methodology 

This study, funded by The SCAN Foundation, was conducted by The Associated Press-NORC Center for 

Public Affairs Research. Data were collected using AmeriSpeak®, NORC’s probability-based panel 

designed to be representative of the U.S. household population. During the initial recruitment phase of the 

panel, randomly selected U.S. households were sampled with a known, non-zero probability of selection 

from the NORC National Sample Frame and then contacted by U.S. mail, email, telephone, and field 

interviewers (face to face). The panel provides sample coverage of approximately 97 percent of the U.S. 

household population. Those excluded from the sample include people with P.O. Box only addresses, 

some addresses not listed in the USPS Delivery Sequence File, and some newly constructed dwellings. 

Staff from NORC at the University of Chicago, The Associated Press, and The SCAN Foundation 

collaborated on all aspects of the study.  

Interviews for this survey were conducted between March 2 and March 29, 2017, with adults age 40 and 

older representing the 50 states and the District of Columbia. Panel members were randomly drawn from 

AmeriSpeak, and 1,341 completed the survey—1,106 via the web and 235 via telephone. The sample also 

included an oversample of Hispanic adults—310 Hispanics age 40 and older. Interviews were conducted 

in both English and Spanish, depending on respondent preference, by professional interviewers who were 

carefully trained on the specific survey for this study. Respondents were offered a small monetary 

incentive ($3) for completing the survey. 

The final stage completion rate is 37.2 percent, the weighted household panel response rate is 34.4 

percent, and the weighted household panel retention rate is 94.7 percent, for a cumulative response rate of 

12.1 percent. The overall margin of sampling error is +/- 4.0 percentage points at the 95 percent 

confidence level, including the design effect. For the oversample of Hispanics, the margin of sampling 

error at the 95 percent confidence level is +/- 9.2 percentage points. 

Once the sample has been selected and fielded, and all the study data have been collected and made final, 

a poststratification process is used to adjust for any survey nonresponse as well as any noncoverage or 

under and oversampling resulting from the study specific sample design. Poststratification variables 

included age, gender, census division, race/ethnicity, and education. Weighting variables were obtained 

from the 2016 Current Population Survey.  

The weighted data for the national sample of 1,341 respondents reflects the U.S. population age 40 and 

older, and were used for all analyses in the “Long-Term Care in America: Views on Who Should Bear the 

http://www.thescanfoundation.org/
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Responsibilities and Costs of Care” report. The overall margin of error was +/- 4.0 percentage points, 

including the design effect resulting from the complex sample design.  

The weighted data for the Hispanic sample of 310 respondents reflects the Hispanic population age 40 

and older nationwide, and were used for all analyses in the “Long-Term Care in America: Hispanics’ 

Cultural Concerns and Difficulties with Care” report. The margin of error for the Hispanic sample was +/- 

9.2 percentage points, including the design effect resulting from the complex sample design.  
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About The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs 
Research 

The AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research taps into the power of social science research and the 

highest quality journalism to bring key information to people across the nation and throughout the world.  

■ The Associated Press is the world’s essential news organization, bringing fast, unbiased news to all 

media platforms and formats. 

■ NORC at the University of Chicago is one of the oldest and most respected, objective social science 

research institutions in the world. 

The two organizations have established The AP-NORC Center to conduct, analyze, and distribute social 

science research in the public interest on newsworthy topics, and to use the power of journalism to tell the 

stories that research reveals.  

The founding principles of The AP-NORC Center include a mandate to carefully preserve and protect the 

scientific integrity and objectivity of NORC and the journalistic independence of The Associated Press. 

All work conducted by The AP-NORC Center conforms to the highest levels of scientific integrity to 

prevent any real or perceived bias in the research. All of the work of The AP-NORC Center is subject to 

review by its advisory committee to help ensure it meets these standards. The AP-NORC Center 

publicizes the results of all studies and makes all datasets and study documentation available to scholars 

and the public. 
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About the Long-Term Care Poll 

The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research, with funding from The SCAN 

Foundation, is undertaking a series of major studies on the public’s experiences with, and opinions and 

attitudes about, long-term care in the United States. 

The population of Americans age 65 and older is growing at an unprecedented rate. In 2014, there were 

46.2 million adults age 65 and older, and this number is expected to more than double to comprise about 

98 million older adults by the year 2060. How to plan for and finance high-quality long-term care will 

remain a key policy question for lawmakers in the years to come. 

The AP-NORC Center, with funding from The SCAN Foundation, is conducting annual nationally 

representative surveys of Americans age 40 and older to monitor a series of long-term care issues. These 

studies examine older Americans' understanding of the long-term care system, their perceptions and 

misperceptions regarding the likelihood of needing long-term care services and the cost of those services, 

and their attitudes and behaviors regarding planning for long-term care.  

These studies will also generate new data on current and relevant long-term care issues and policies. 
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Index of Variables: Listed in the order they appear on the file 

# Variable Question Type Length Label 

1 SU_ID  N/A Num 8 SU_ID: CaseID 

2 SURV_MODE N/A Num 8 SURV_MODE: Survey mode 

3 SURV_LANG N/A Num 8 SURV_LANG: Language of 
interview 

4 FINALWT N/A Num 8 FINALWT: Post-stratification 
weights - 40+ general 
population (N=1,341) 

5 WEIGHTPOP N/A Num 8 WEIGHTPOP: Post-
stratification weights - 40+ 
general population 

6 HISPSAMP N/A Num 8 HISPSAMP: Hispanic sample 

7 Q1 Q1 Num 8 Q1: In general, how would 
you rate your overall health? 

8 Q8 Q8 Num 8 Q8: How much do you feel 
you can rely on your family to 
be there for you in a time of 
need? 

9 Q10 Q10 Num 8 Q10: Are you currently 
receiving this kind of ongoing 
living assistance or not? 

10 Q11 Q11 Num 8 Q11: Have you ever received 
ongoing living assistance like 
this or not? 

11 Q12 Q12 Num 8 Q12: Are you currently 
receiving/did you most 
recently receive this ongoing 
living assistance in your own 
home, in a friend or family 
member’s home, in a nursing 
home, or in a senior 
community, which includes 
assisted living communities 
and facilities? 

12 Q13A  Q13 Num 8 Q13A: [A family member] 
Have you ever received 
ongoing living assistance 
from any of the following or 
not? 

13 Q13B  Q13 Num 8 Q13B: [A friend] Have you 
ever received ongoing living 
assistance from any of the 
following or not? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

14 Q13C  Q13 Num 8 Q13C: [A professional home 
healthcare aide] Have you 
ever received ongoing living 
assistance from any of the 
following or not? 

15 Q14 Q14 Num 8 Q14: Are you currently 
providing ongoing living 
assistance on a regular basis 
to a family member or close 
friend or not? 

16 Q14_1 Q14_1 Num 8 Q14_1: Are you currently 
providing this ongoing living 
assistance in your own home, 
in your aging friend or family 
member’s home, in another 
friend or family member’s 
home, in a nursing home, or 
in a senior community? 

17 Q15 Q15 Num 8 Q15: Have you ever provided 
ongoing living assistance on 
a regular basis to a family 
member or close friend or 
not? 

18 Q17_1 Q17_1 Num 8 Q17_1: Are you, or is anyone 
in your family, currently 
employing someone to 
provide in-home ongoing 
living assistance? 

19 Q18 Q18 Num 8 Q18: How likely do you think 
it is that you will personally 
require ongoing living 
assistance some day? 

20 Q19 Q19 Num 8 Q19: How likely do you think 
it is that an aging family 
member or close friend will 
need ongoing living 
assistance in the next five 
years? 

21 Q19C  Q19C Num 8 Q19C: Do you think you, 
personally, will be 
responsible for providing that 
ongoing living assistance, or 
will someone else be 
providing that care? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

22 Q19D  Q19D Num 8 Q19D: Do you, personally, 
feel extremely prepared, very 
prepared, somewhat 
prepared, not too prepared, 
or not at all prepared to 
provide ongoing living 
assistance to that aging 
family member or friend? 

23 Q23  Q23 Num 8 Q23: Thinking about your 
current/possible needs for 
ongoing living assistance, 
how confident are you that 
you will have the financial 
resources to pay for any care 
you need as you get older? 

24 Q24_1A  Q24_1 Num 8 Q24_1A: [Your personal 
savings or investments] How 
much do you think you will 
rely on each of the following 
sources to support any care 
you need as you get older? 

25 Q24_1B Q24_1 Num 8 Q24_1B: [A pension] How 
much do you think you will 
rely on each of the following 
sources to support any care 
you need as you get older? 

26 Q24_1C Q24_1 Num 8 Q24_1C: [Social Security] 
How much do you think you 
will rely on each of the 
following sources to support 
any care you need as you get 
older? 

27 Q24_1D Q24_1 Num 8 Q24_1D: [Sources of future 
income other than Social 
Security, a pension, or your 
personal savings or 
investments] How much do 
you think you will rely on 
each of the following sources 
to support any care you need 
as you get older? 

28 Q24_1E Q24_1 Num 8 Q24_1E: [A family member’s 
savings and investments] 
How much do you think you 
will rely on each of the 
following sources to support 
any care you need as you get 
older? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

29 Q24_1F Q24_1 Num 8 Q24_1F: [A family member’s 
future income] How much do 
you think you will rely on 
each of the following sources 
to support any care you need 
as you get older? 

30 Q24_1G Q24_1 Num 8 Q24_1G: [A family member’s 
ability to provide care at no 
cost] How much do you think 
you will rely on each of the 
following sources to support 
any care you need as you get 
older? 

31 Q24_1H Q24_1 Num 8 Q24_1H: [Medicaid, which is 
a government health care 
coverage program for low 
income people and people 
with certain disabilities] How 
much do you think you will 
rely on each of the following 
sources to support any care 
you need as you get older? 

32 Q24_1I Q24_1 Num 8 Q24_1I: [Medicare, which is 
the national health care 
insurance program mainly for 
seniors] How much do you 
think you will rely on each of 
the following sources to 
support any care you need as 
you get older? 

33 Q24_1J Q24_1 Num 8 Q24_1J: [Long-term care 
insurance, which is extra 
insurance that covers 
expenses of ongoing living 
assistance] How much do 
you think you will rely on 
each of the following sources 
to support any care you need 
as you get older? 

34 Q24 Q24 Num 8 Q24: What’s your best 
estimate of the national 
average monthly cost to live 
in a nursing home? 

35 Q25 Q25 Num 8 Q25: What’s your best 
estimate of the national 
average monthly cost to live 
in an assisted living 
community? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

36 Q26 Q26 Num 8 Q26: What’s your best 
estimate of the national 
average monthly cost of a 
home healthcare aide who 
visits every day for 2 hours? 

37 Q26_1A  Q26_1 Num 8 Q26_1A: [Housekeeping, 
such as cleaning and laundry] 
Do you think the typical home 
healthcare aide should 
provide each of the following 
as part of their care, or 
should this not be a service 
they provide? 

38 Q26_1B  Q26_1 Num 8 Q26_1B: [Shopping for 
groceries] Do you think the 
typical home healthcare aide 
should provide each of the 
following as part of their care, 
or should this not be a 
service they provide? 

39 Q26_1C  Q26_1 Num 8 Q26_1C: [Cooking, meal 
preparation, and feeding] Do 
you think the typical home 
healthcare aide should 
provide each of the following 
as part of their care, or 
should this not be a service 
they provide? 

40 Q26_1E  Q26_1 Num 8 Q26_1E: [Bathing, toileting, 
and getting dressed] Do you 
think the typical home 
healthcare aide should 
provide each of the following 
as part of their care, or 
should this not be a service 
they provide? 

41 Q26_1F  Q26_1 Num 8 Q26_1F: [Getting around 
inside the home] Do you think 
the typical home healthcare 
aide should provide each of 
the following as part of their 
care, or should this not be a 
service they provide? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

42 Q26_1G  Q26_1 Num 8 Q26_1G: [Transportation to 
doctor’s appointments or 
other services] Do you think 
the typical home healthcare 
aide should provide each of 
the following as part of their 
care, or should this not be a 
service they provide? 

43 Q26_1H  Q26_1 Num 8 Q26_1H: [Making sure bills 
are paid] Do you think the 
typical home healthcare aide 
should provide each of the 
following as part of their care, 
or should this not be a 
service they provide? 

44 Q26_1I  Q26_1 Num 8 Q26_1I: [Reminders to take 
medicine] Do you think the 
typical home healthcare aide 
should provide each of the 
following as part of their care, 
or should this not be a 
service they provide? 

45 Q26_1J  Q26_1 Num 8 Q26_1J: [Administering 
medicine] Do you think the 
typical home healthcare aide 
should provide each of the 
following as part of their care, 
or should this not be a 
service they provide? 

46 Q26_2A  Q26_2 Num 8 Q26_2A: [Home healthcare 
aides to provide ongoing 
living assistance] Do you 
think the area where you 
currently live is doing a good 
job, a poor job, or neither a 
good nor poor job meeting 
older adults’ needs for…? 

47 Q26_2B Q26_2 Num 8 Q26_2B: [Nursing homes] Do 
you think the area where you 
currently live is doing a good 
job, a poor job, or neither a 
good nor poor job meeting 
older adults’ needs for…? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

48 Q26_2C Q26_2 Num 8 Q26_2C: [Assisted living 
facilities] Do you think the 
area where you currently live 
is doing a good job, a poor 
job, or neither a good nor 
poor job meeting older adults’ 
needs for…? 

49 Q26_3  Q26_3 Num 8 Q26_3: The population of 
older adults is expected to 
nearly double and will make 
up about 22 percent of the 
U.S. population by the year 
2040. How prepared is our 
country for the needs of this 
growing population of older 
adults? 

50 HISP1_A  HISP1 Num 8 HISP1_A: [Supported] 
Thinking about your personal 
experience with ongoing 
living assistance, please 
indicate if each of the 
following words describes or 
does not describe your 
experience. 

51 HISP1_B HISP1 Num 8 HISP1_B: [Frustrated] 
Thinking about your personal 
experience with ongoing 
living assistance, please 
indicate if each of the 
following words describes or 
does not describe your 
experience. 

52 HISP1_C HISP1 Num 8 HISP1_C: [Satisfied] Thinking 
about your personal 
experience with ongoing 
living assistance, please 
indicate if each of the 
following words describes or 
does not describe your 
experience. 

53 HISP1_D HISP1 Num 8 HISP1_D: [Lonely] Thinking 
about your personal 
experience with ongoing 
living assistance, please 
indicate if each of the 
following words describes or 
does not describe your 
experience. 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

54 HISP1_E HISP1 Num 8 HISP1_E: [Helpless] Thinking 
about your personal 
experience with ongoing 
living assistance, please 
indicate if each of the 
following words describes or 
does not describe your 
experience. 

55 HISP1_F HISP1 Num 8 HISP1_F: [Confused] 
Thinking about your personal 
experience with ongoing 
living assistance, please 
indicate if each of the 
following words describes or 
does not describe your 
experience. 

56 HISP1_G HISP1 Num 8 HISP1_G: [Respected] 
Thinking about your personal 
experience with ongoing 
living assistance, please 
indicate if each of the 
following words describes or 
does not describe your 
experience. 

57 HISP1_H HISP1 Num 8 HISP1_H: [Valued] Thinking 
about your personal 
experience with ongoing 
living assistance, please 
indicate if each of the 
following words describes or 
does not describe your 
experience. 

58 HISP_2A HISP2 Num 8 HISP_2A: [Home health care 
aides] How confident are you 
about the ability of each of 
the following services in your 
area to accommodate the 
cultural needs of older 
Latinos? 

59 HISP_2B HISP2 Num 8 HISP_2B: [Nursing homes] 
How confident are you about 
the ability of each of the 
following services in your 
area to accommodate the 
cultural needs of older 
Latinos? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

60 HISP_2C HISP2 Num 8 HISP_2C: [Assisted living 
communities] How confident 
are you about the ability of 
each of the following services 
in your area to accommodate 
the cultural needs of older 
Latinos? 

61 HISP_2D HISP2 Num 8 HISP_2D: [General practice 
doctors] How confident are 
you about the ability of each 
of the following services in 
your area to accommodate 
the cultural needs of older 
Latinos? 

62 HISP_2E HISP2 Num 8 HISP_2E: [Hospitals] How 
confident are you about the 
ability of each of the following 
services in your area to 
accommodate the cultural 
needs of older Latinos? 

63 HISP_2F HISP2 Num 8 HISP_2F: [Health care 
providers that specialize in a 
specific type of care, like a 
cardiologist or orthopedist] 
How confident are you about 
the ability of each of the 
following services in your 
area to accommodate the 
cultural needs of older 
Latinos? 

64 HISP_3  HISP_3 Num 8 HISP_3: How often have you 
had difficulty finding a health 
care provider who speaks 
your language, whether that 
provider is for yourself or for 
a loved one? 

65 HISP_4A  HISP_4 Num 8 HISP_4A: [Language barrier] 
How often have you had 
difficulty communicating with 
a health care provider while 
getting care for yourself or a 
loved one because of a… 

66 HISP_4B  HISP_4 Num 8 HISP_4B: [Cultural barrier] 
How often have you had 
difficulty communicating with 
a health care provider while 
getting care for yourself or a 
loved one because of a… 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

67 HISP_5A  HISP_5 Num 8 HISP_5A: [Myself] Thinking 
of the times you had difficulty 
communicating with a health 
care provider, who was this 
care for? Please select all 
that apply. 

68 HISP_5B HISP_5 Num 8 HISP_5B: [A loved one] 
Thinking of the times you had 
difficulty communicating with 
a health care provider, who 
was this care for? Please 
select all that apply. 

69 HISP_5C HISP_5 Num 8 HISP_5C: [Other] Thinking of 
the times you had difficulty 
communicating with a health 
care provider, who was this 
care for? Please select all 
that apply. 

70 HISP_6A  HISP_6 Num 8 HISP_6A: [Not receiving the 
needed care] When you have 
had difficulty communicating 
with a health care provider, 
did it result in any of the 
following, or not? 

71 HISP_6B  HISP_6 Num 8 HISP_6B: [Receiving the 
wrong type of care] When 
you have had difficulty 
communicating with a health 
care provider, did it result in 
any of the following, or not? 

72 HISP_6C  HISP_6 Num 8 HISP_6C: [Costs for care that 
were higher than expected] 
When you have had difficulty 
communicating with a health 
care provider, did it result in 
any of the following, or not? 

73 HISP_6D  HISP_6 Num 8 HISP_6D: [Delays in getting 
care] When you have had 
difficulty communicating with 
a health care provider, did it 
result in any of the following, 
or not? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

74 HISP_6E  HISP_6 Num 8 HISP_6E: [Receiving low 
quality care] When you have 
had difficulty communicating 
with a health care provider, 
did it result in any of the 
following, or not? 

75 HISP_6F  HISP_6 Num 8 HISP_6F: [Needing to travel 
far for care] When you have 
had difficulty communicating 
with a health care provider, 
did it result in any of the 
following, or not? 

76 HISP_6G  HISP_6 Num 8 HISP_6G: [Additional stress] 
When you have had difficulty 
communicating with a health 
care provider, did it result in 
any of the following, or not? 

77 HISP_6H  HISP_6 Num 8 HISP_6H: [Additional time 
and effort to find resources to 
overcome the communication 
barrier] When you have had 
difficulty communicating with 
a health care provider, did it 
result in any of the following, 
or not? 

78 Q27  Q27 Num 8 Q27: How much planning, if 
any, did you do/have you 
done for your own needs for 
ongoing living assistance? 

79 Q28A  Q28 Num 8 Q28A: [Set aside money to 
pay for ongoing living 
assistance expenses 
including nursing home care, 
senior community, or care 
from a home healthcare aide] 
What actions have you taken 
to plan for your own needs as 
you age? 

80 Q28B Q28 Num 8 Q28B: [Discussed your 
preferences for the kinds of 
ongoing living assistance you 
do or do not want with your 
family] What actions have 
you taken to plan for your 
own needs as you age? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

81 Q28C Q28 Num 8 Q28C: [Created a legal 
document such as a living will 
or advance treatment 
directive, that allows 
someone you trust to make 
decisions for you if you 
cannot on your own] What 
actions have you taken to 
plan for your own needs as 
you age? 

82 Q28D Q28 Num 8 Q28D: [Looked for 
information about aging 
issues and ongoing living 
assistance] What actions 
have you taken to plan for 
your own needs as you age? 

83 Q28E Q28 Num 8 Q28E: [Modified your home in 
any way to make it easier to 
live in as you grow older] 
What actions have you taken 
to plan for your own needs as 
you age? 

84 Q28F Q28 Num 8 Q28F: [Moved/made plans to 
move to a community or 
facility designed for older 
adults] What actions have 
you taken to plan for your 
own needs as you age? 

85 Q28G Q28 Num 8 Q28G: [Discussed your 
preferences for your funeral 
arrangements with someone 
you trust] What actions have 
you taken to plan for your 
own needs as you age? 

86 Q28H Q28 Num 8 Q28H: [Looked for 
information about long-term 
care insurance. That’s extra 
insurance that covers 
expenses of ongoing living 
assistance.] What actions 
have you taken to plan for 
your own needs as you age? 

87 Q28I Q28 Num 8 Q28I: [Moved or made plans 
to move in with a family 
member or friend] What 
actions have you taken to 
plan for your own needs as 
you age? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

88 Q31A  Q31 Num 8 Q31A: [Individuals] How 
much responsibility should 
each of the following have for 
paying for the costs of 
ongoing living assistance? 

89 Q31B  Q31 Num 8 Q31B: [Families] How much 
responsibility should each of 
the following have for paying 
for the costs of ongoing living 
assistance? 

90 Q31C  Q31 Num 8 Q31C: [Medicare] How much 
responsibility should each of 
the following have for paying 
for the costs of ongoing living 
assistance? 

91 Q31D  Q31 Num 8 Q31D: [Medicaid] How much 
responsibility should each of 
the following have for paying 
for the costs of ongoing living 
assistance? 

92 Q31E  Q31 Num 8 Q31E: [Health insurance 
companies] How much 
responsibility should each of 
the following have for paying 
for the costs of ongoing living 
assistance? 

93 Q32A  Q32 Num 8 Q32A: [A requirement that 
individuals purchase private 
long-term care insurance] To 
help Americans prepare for 
the costs of ongoing living 
assistance, would you favor, 
oppose, or neither favor nor 
oppose each of the following? 

94 Q32B  Q32 Num 8 Q32B: [A government-
administered long-term care 
insurance program, similar to 
Medicare] To help Americans 
prepare for the costs of 
ongoing living assistance, 
would you favor, oppose, or 
neither favor nor oppose 
each of the following? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

95 Q32C  Q32 Num 8 Q32C: [Tax breaks to 
encourage saving for ongoing 
living assistance expenses] 
To help Americans prepare 
for the costs of ongoing living 
assistance, would you favor, 
oppose, or neither favor nor 
oppose each of the following? 

96 Q32D  Q32 Num 8 Q32D: [Tax breaks for 
consumers who purchase 
long-term care insurance] To 
help Americans prepare for 
the costs of ongoing living 
assistance, would you favor, 
oppose, or neither favor nor 
oppose each of the following? 

97 Q32E  Q32 Num 8 Q32E: [The ability for 
individuals to purchase long-
term care insurance through 
their employer after they 
leave the job, similar to 
COBRA] To help Americans 
prepare for the costs of 
ongoing living assistance, 
would you favor, oppose, or 
neither favor nor oppose 
each of the following? 

98 Q32F Q32 Num 8 Q32F: [A government-
administered long-term care 
insurance program for people 
who require care for more 
than 5 years] To help 
Americans prepare for the 
costs of ongoing living 
assistance, would you favor, 
oppose, or neither favor nor 
oppose each of the following? 

99 Q32G Q32 Num 8 Q32G: [The ability for 
individuals to use non-taxable 
funds such as IRA’s or 
401(k)’s to pay long-term 
care insurance premiums] To 
help Americans prepare for 
the costs of ongoing living 
assistance, would you favor, 
oppose, or neither favor nor 
oppose each of the following? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

100 Q33A  Q33 Num 8 Q33A: [Tax breaks for people 
who provide care to a family 
member] To help Americans 
prepare for the costs of 
providing ongoing living 
assistance, would you favor, 
oppose, or neither favor nor 
oppose each of the following? 

101 Q33B Q33 Num 8 Q33B: [Changing Social 
Security rules to give 
earnings credit to caregivers 
who are out of the workforce 
to provide care to a family 
member] To help Americans 
prepare for the costs of 
providing ongoing living 
assistance, would you favor, 
oppose, or neither favor nor 
oppose each of the following? 

102 Q33C Q33 Num 8 Q33C: [Tax breaks for 
employers who provide paid 
family leave to workers] To 
help Americans prepare for 
the costs of providing 
ongoing living assistance, 
would you favor, oppose, or 
neither favor nor oppose 
each of the following? 

103 Q33D Q33 Num 8 Q33D: [A Medicare benefit 
that provides temporary care 
if the caregiver and the care 
recipient live together and are 
both Medicare beneficiaries] 
To help Americans prepare 
for the costs of providing 
ongoing living assistance, 
would you favor, oppose, or 
neither favor nor oppose 
each of the following? 

104 Q35  Q35 Num 8 Q35: How much effort would 
you like the federal 
government to devote to 
helping people with the costs 
of ongoing living assistance 
in the year 2017? 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

105 Q33_1  Q33_1 Num 8 Q33_1: Have you heard of 
[California’s/New 
Jersey’s/Rhode Island’s] Paid 
Family Leave program, or 
have you not heard of this 
program before?/Some states 
operate Paid Family Leave 
programs. Have you heard of 
any of these state programs 
or have you not heard of this 
type of program before? 

106 Q33_2  Q33_2 Num 8 Q33_2: Do you favor, 
oppose, or neither favor nor 
oppose this program?/Would 
you favor, oppose, or neither 
favor nor oppose such a 
program in your state? 

107 INS1  INS1 Num 8 INS1: Are you covered by 
any kind of health insurance 
or some other kind of health 
care plan or not? 

108 INS2  INS2 Num 8 INS2: Which of the following 
is your main source of health 
insurance coverage? 

109 INS2A  INS2A Num 8 INS2A: In addition to 
Medicare, do you have health 
insurance coverage through 
Medicaid, or not? 

110 INS2B  INS2B Num 8 INS2B: In addition to 
Medicaid, do you have health 
insurance coverage through 
Medicare, or not? 

111 INS2C  INS2C Num 8 INS2C: As far as you know, 
does your health insurance 
pay for ongoing living 
assistance services should 
you need them, or not? 

112 INS3  INS3 Num 8 INS3: Do you currently have 
long-term care insurance 
from a private insurance 
company, or not? That’s extra 
insurance that covers 
expenses of ongoing living 
assistance. 
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# Variable Question Type Length Label 

113 INS4  INS4 Num 8 INS4: Some people 
sometimes mistakenly think 
that other kinds of health 
insurance cover long-term 
care. How sure are you that 
you have private insurance 
that specifically covers long-
term care? 

114 POLITICS  D1 Num 8 POLITICS: Do you consider 
yourself a Democrat, a 
Republican, an independent 
or none of these? 

115 DEMO  D2D Num 8 DEMO: Do you consider 
yourself a strong Democrat or 
a moderate Democrat? 

116 REPUB  D2R Num 8 REPUB: Do you consider 
yourself a strong Republican 
or a moderate Republican? 

117 INDEP  D2I Num 8 INDEP: Do you learn more 
toward the Democrats or the 
Republicans? 

118 USBORN  D_FB Num 8 USBORN: Were you born in 
the United States or in 
another country? 

119 OTHERLANG CADEM2 Num 8 OTHERLANG: Do you speak 
a language other than 
English at home? 

120 AGEGRP N/A Num 8 AGEGRP: Age 

121 RACETH N/A Num 8 RACETH: Race/ethnicity 

122 MARITAL N/A Num 8 MARITAL: Marital status 

123 HHINCOME N/A Num 8 HHINCOME: Household 
income 

124 EMPSTATUS N/A Num 8 EMPSTATUS: Employment 
status 

125 EDUCATION N/A Num 8 EDUCATION: Educational 
attainment 

126 GENDER N/A Num 8 GENDER: Gender 

127 CENSUS_REGION N/A Num 8 CENSUS_REGION: Census 
region 

 

Variables #120-127 are AmeriSpeak Omnibus® profile variables. These variables are collapsed or 

recoded to minimize the risk of disclosing respondent privacy. 
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Details of Variables 

■ “.” Or space: missing, survey non-respondent 

■ -99: logic skip, respondent is not applicable to a specific question 

 

NATIONAL SAMPLE FREQUENCIES 

 

SURV_MODE: Survey mode 

SURV_MODE  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Phone interview                235     27,014,074  17.91 

(2) Web Interview             1,106   123,851,035  82.09 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

SURV_LANG: Language of interview 

SURV_LANG  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) English             1,305   146,745,626  97.27 

(2) Spanish                  36       4,119,483  2.73 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISPSAMP: Hispanic sample 

HISPSAMP  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(0) No             1,031   132,045,055  87.53 

(1) Yes                310     18,820,054  12.47 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q1: In general, how would you rate your overall health? 

Q1  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3          563,991  0.37 

(1) Excellent                123     12,592,943  8.35 

(2) Very good                449     50,664,770  33.58 

(3) Good                497     54,239,430  35.95 

(4) Fair                227     28,057,760  18.60 

(5) Poor                  42       4,746,215  3.15 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q8: How much do you feel you can rely on your family to be there for you in a time of 
need? 

Q8  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    5          455,160  0.30 

(1) A great deal                492     59,744,774  39.60 

(2) Quite a bit                371     41,378,900  27.43 

(3) A moderate amount                257     27,779,185  18.41 

(4) Only a little                145     15,272,960  10.12 

(5) Not at all                  71       6,234,130  4.13 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q10: Are you currently receiving this kind of ongoing living assistance or not? 

Q10  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3            94,204  0.06 

(1) Yes                  62       6,704,129  4.44 

(2) No             1,276   144,066,777  95.49 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q11: Have you ever received ongoing living assistance like this or not? 

Q11  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                  62       6,704,129  4.44 

(1) Yes                  39       4,269,200  2.83 

(2) No             1,240   139,891,780  92.73 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q12: Are you currently receiving/did you most recently receive this ongoing living 
assistance in your own home, in a friend or family member’s home, in a nursing home, 
or in a senior community, which includes assisted living communities and facilities? 

Q12  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3          414,122  0.27 

-99             1,240   139,891,780  92.73 

(1) Own home                  78       8,309,055  5.51 

(2) Friend or family member's home                  12       1,780,078  1.18 

(3) Nursing home                    3          179,619  0.12 

(4) Senior community                    5          290,455  0.19 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q13A: [A family member] Have you ever received ongoing living assistance from any 
of the following or not? 

Q13A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99             1,248   140,361,854  93.04 

(1) Yes                  65       6,035,078  4.00 

(2) No                  28       4,468,178  2.96 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q13B: [A friend] Have you ever received ongoing living assistance from any of the 
following or not? 

Q13B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          916,466  0.61 

-99             1,248   140,361,854  93.04 

(1) Yes                  27       2,136,122  1.42 

(2) No                  58       7,450,667  4.94 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q13C: [A professional home healthcare aide] Have you ever received ongoing living 
assistance from any of the following or not? 

Q13C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8       1,068,489  0.71 

-99             1,248   140,361,854  93.04 

(1) Yes                  30       2,979,801  1.98 

(2) No                  55       6,454,965  4.28 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q14: Are you currently providing ongoing living assistance on a regular basis to a 
family member or close friend or not? 

Q14  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7          339,312  0.22 

(1) Yes                187     21,441,184  14.21 

(2) No             1,147   129,084,613  85.56 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q14_1: Are you currently providing this ongoing living assistance in your own home, 
in your aging friend or family member’s home, in another friend or family member’s 

home, in a nursing home, or in a senior community? 

Q14_1  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99             1,154   129,423,926  85.79 

(1) Your own home                  80       9,498,738  6.30 

(2) Your aging friend or family member's 
home 

                 64       7,066,464  4.68 

(3) Another friend or family member’s 
home 

                 23       2,293,774  1.52 

(4) Nursing home                  13       2,121,401  1.41 

(5) Senior community                    7          460,806  0.31 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

 
  



NORC  |  The 2017 Long-Term Care Poll 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  26 

Q15: Have you ever provided ongoing living assistance on a regular basis to a family 
member or close friend or not? 

Q15  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7       1,066,734  0.71 

-99                187     21,441,184  14.21 

(1) Yes                360     38,558,206  25.56 

(2) No                787     89,798,986  59.52 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q17_1: Are you, or is anyone in your family, currently employing someone to provide 
in-home ongoing living assistance? 

Q17_1  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7       1,717,171  1.14 

(1) Yes                105     10,205,309  6.76 

(2) No             1,229   138,942,629  92.10 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q18: How likely do you think it is that you will personally require ongoing living 
assistance some day? 

Q18  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  16       1,440,955  0.96 

-99                  62       6,704,129  4.44 

(1) Extremely likely                  59       7,038,423  4.67 

(2) Very likely                204     19,708,851  13.06 

(3) Somewhat likely                565     65,300,905  43.28 

(4) Not too likely                345     38,879,559  25.77 

(5) Not at all likely                  90     11,792,287  7.82 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q19: How likely do you think it is that an aging family member or close friend will need 
ongoing living assistance in the next five years? 

Q19  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  12       1,946,658  1.29 

-99                187     21,441,184  14.21 

(1) Extremely likely                110     11,346,940  7.52 

(2) Very likely                239     25,948,646  17.20 

(3) Somewhat likely                364     42,736,072  28.33 

(4) Not too likely                313     36,365,083  24.10 

(5) Not at all likely                116     11,080,527  7.34 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q19C: Do you think you, personally, will be responsible for providing that ongoing 
living assistance, or will someone else be providing that care? 

Q19C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    4          324,730  0.22 

-99                628     70,833,452  46.95 

(1) You                  98     12,201,049  8.09 

(2) Someone else                326     35,828,845  23.75 

(3) Combination                285     31,677,034  21.00 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q19D: Do you, personally, feel extremely prepared, very prepared, somewhat prepared, 
not too prepared, or not at all prepared to provide ongoing living assistance to that 

aging family member or friend? 

Q19D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                958   106,987,026  70.92 

(1) Extremely prepared                  10          951,367  0.63 

(2) Very prepared                  42       4,520,937  3.00 

(3) Somewhat prepared                208     24,438,798  16.20 

(4) Not too prepared                  83       9,974,467  6.61 

(5) Not at all prepared                  40       3,992,514  2.65 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q23: Thinking about your current/possible needs for ongoing living assistance, how 
confident are you that you will have the financial resources to pay for any care you 

need as you get older? 

Q23  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    4          447,821  0.30 

(1) Extremely confident                  41       4,961,871  3.29 

(2) Very confident                165     17,365,655  11.51 

(3) Somewhat confident                486     56,911,933  37.72 

(4) Not too confident                391     44,691,078  29.62 

(5) Not confident at all                254     26,486,752  17.56 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q24_1A: [Your personal savings or investments] How much do you think you will rely 
on each of the following sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  23       2,937,488  1.95 

(1) Completely                171     20,233,204  13.41 

(2) Quite a bit                361     40,220,352  26.66 

(3) A moderate amount                315     33,595,463  22.27 

(4) Only a little                220     26,087,439  17.29 

(5) Not at all                251     27,791,163  18.42 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q24_1B: [A pension] How much do you think you will rely on each of the following 
sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  26       1,982,255  1.31 

(1) Completely                119     14,731,025  9.76 

(2) Quite a bit                257     29,573,710  19.60 

(3) A moderate amount                210     21,758,638  14.42 

(4) Only a little                163     17,415,961  11.54 

(5) Not at all                566     65,403,520  43.35 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q24_1C: [Social Security] How much do you think you will rely on each of the following 
sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  26       2,561,791  1.70 

(1) Completely                292     34,532,876  22.89 

(2) Quite a bit                374     42,949,507  28.47 

(3) A moderate amount                310     31,961,377  21.19 

(4) Only a little                237     25,846,670  17.13 

(5) Not at all                102     13,012,888  8.63 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q24_1D: [Sources of future income other than Social Security, a pension, or your 
personal savings or investments] How much do you think you will rely on each of the 

following sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  24       2,704,640  1.79 

(1) Completely                  76       9,532,795  6.32 

(2) Quite a bit                198     22,776,820  15.10 

(3) A moderate amount                253     24,839,523  16.46 

(4) Only a little                246     28,111,663  18.63 

(5) Not at all                544     62,899,668  41.69 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q24_1E: [A family member’s savings and investments] How much do you think you will 
rely on each of the following sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  26       3,445,696  2.28 

(1) Completely                  28       2,934,960  1.95 

(2) Quite a bit                  84     10,044,630  6.66 

(3) A moderate amount                169     18,544,699  12.29 

(4) Only a little                244     29,684,687  19.68 

(5) Not at all                790     86,210,437  57.14 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q24_1F: [A family member’s future income] How much do you think you will rely on 
each of the following sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  29       4,602,328  3.05 

(1) Completely                  21       1,960,149  1.30 

(2) Quite a bit                  79       9,178,771  6.08 

(3) A moderate amount                137     16,294,685  10.80 

(4) Only a little                237     26,042,518  17.26 

(5) Not at all                838     92,786,658  61.50 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q24_1G: [A family member’s ability to provide care at no cost] How much do you think 
you will rely on each of the following sources to support any care you need as you get 

older? 

Q24_1G  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  23       3,888,389  2.58 

(1) Completely                  46       5,282,824  3.50 

(2) Quite a bit                165     19,263,866  12.77 

(3) A moderate amount                230     24,856,335  16.48 

(4) Only a little                354     40,847,410  27.08 

(5) Not at all                523     56,726,285  37.60 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q24_1H: [Medicaid, which is a government health care coverage program for low 
income people and people with certain disabilities] How much do you think you will 

rely on each of the following sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1H  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  24       3,549,771  2.35 

(1) Completely                151     17,621,195  11.68 

(2) Quite a bit                187     20,812,779  13.80 

(3) A moderate amount                195     19,789,340  13.12 

(4) Only a little                203     23,729,813  15.73 

(5) Not at all                581     65,362,212  43.32 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q24_1I: [Medicare, which is the national health care insurance program mainly for 
seniors] How much do you think you will rely on each of the following sources to 

support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1I  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  14       1,626,075  1.08 

(1) Completely                330     38,456,322  25.49 

(2) Quite a bit                455     48,121,137  31.90 

(3) A moderate amount                293     31,476,422  20.86 

(4) Only a little                142     17,343,133  11.50 

(5) Not at all                107     13,842,020  9.18 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q24_1J: [Long-term care insurance, which is extra insurance that covers expenses of 
ongoing living assistance] How much do you think you will rely on each of the 

following sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1J  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  26       4,016,555  2.66 

(1) Completely                  61       7,187,657  4.76 

(2) Quite a bit                149     16,962,189  11.24 

(3) A moderate amount                212     22,965,388  15.22 

(4) Only a little                187     21,100,182  13.99 

(5) Not at all                706     78,633,138  52.12 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q24: What’s your best estimate of the national average monthly cost to live in a 
nursing home? 

Q24  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  19       2,921,915  1.94 

(1) Less than $2,000                  56       6,633,519  4.40 

(2) $2,000-$4,000                243     25,212,492  16.71 

(3) $4,000-$6,000                429     49,703,666  32.95 

(4) $6,000-$8,000                352     39,118,018  25.93 

(5) More than $8,000                242     27,275,499  18.08 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q25: What’s your best estimate of the national average monthly cost to live in an 
assisted living community? 

Q25  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  21       2,717,085  1.80 

(1) Less than $1,000                  57       6,444,922  4.27 

(2) $1,000-$2,000                228     25,632,263  16.99 

(3) $2,000-$3,000                308     33,640,867  22.30 

(4) $3,000-$4,000                337     37,650,555  24.96 

(5) More than $4,000                390     44,779,418  29.68 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q26: What’s your best estimate of the national average monthly cost of a home 
healthcare aide who visits every day for 2 hours? 

Q26  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  27       4,577,944  3.03 

(1) Less than $1,000                135     12,857,211  8.52 

(2) $1,000-$2,000                384     44,010,227  29.17 

(3) $2,000-$3,000                340     39,525,546  26.20 

(4) $3,000-$4,000                243     25,483,069  16.89 

(5) More than $4,000                212     24,411,112  16.18 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q26_1A: [Housekeeping, such as cleaning and laundry] Do you think the typical home 
healthcare aide should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should 

this not be a service they provide? 

Q26_1A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    9       1,212,609  0.80 

(1) Should provide                919   103,517,993  68.62 

(2) Should not provide                413     46,134,507  30.58 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q26_1B: [Shopping for groceries] Do you think the typical home healthcare aide 
should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should this not be a 

service they provide? 

Q26_1B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  13       2,686,130  1.78 

(1) Should provide                843     93,012,165  61.65 

(2) Should not provide                485     55,166,814  36.57 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q26_1C: [Cooking, meal preparation, and feeding] Do you think the typical home 
healthcare aide should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should 

this not be a service they provide? 

Q26_1C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  17       1,749,073  1.16 

(1) Should provide             1,143   129,561,468  85.88 

(2) Should not provide                181     19,554,568  12.96 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q26_1E: [Bathing, toileting, and getting dressed] Do you think the typical home 
healthcare aide should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should 

this not be a service they provide? 

Q26_1E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  10       1,082,250  0.72 

(1) Should provide             1,252   141,957,143  94.10 

(2) Should not provide                  79       7,825,716  5.19 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q26_1F: [Getting around inside the home] Do you think the typical home healthcare 
aide should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should this not be a 

service they provide? 

Q26_1F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          668,036  0.44 

(1) Should provide             1,201   137,079,712  90.86 

(2) Should not provide                134     13,117,361  8.69 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q26_1G: [Transportation to doctor’s appointments or other services] Do you think the 
typical home healthcare aide should provide each of the following as part of their care, 

or should this not be a service they provide? 

Q26_1G  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  12       1,637,063  1.09 

(1) Should provide                982   107,758,956  71.43 

(2) Should not provide                347     41,469,090  27.49 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q26_1H: [Making sure bills are paid] Do you think the typical home healthcare aide 
should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should this not be a 

service they provide? 

Q26_1H  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  14       2,437,002  1.62 

-99                  70       9,334,827  6.19 

(1) Should provide                416     47,201,841  31.29 

(2) Should not provide                841     91,891,439  60.91 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q26_1I: [Reminders to take medicine] Do you think the typical home healthcare aide 
should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should this not be a 

service they provide? 

Q26_1I  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    4          383,281  0.25 

(1) Should provide             1,269   143,485,070  95.11 

(2) Should not provide                  68       6,996,758  4.64 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q26_1J: [Administering medicine] Do you think the typical home healthcare aide 
should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should this not be a 

service they provide? 

Q26_1J  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  11       1,115,590  0.74 

(1) Should provide             1,144   130,963,875  86.81 

(2) Should not provide                186     18,785,645  12.45 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q26_2A: [Home healthcare aides to provide ongoing living assistance] Do you think 
the area where you currently live is doing a good job, a poor job, or neither a good nor 

poor job meeting older adults’ needs for…? 

Q26_2A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  44       5,884,007  3.90 

(1) Good job                549     62,304,797  41.30 

(2) Neither a good job nor poor job                622     71,516,310  47.40 

(3) Poor job                126     11,159,996  7.40 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q26_2B: [Nursing homes] Do you think the area where you currently live is doing a 
good job, a poor job, or neither a good nor poor job meeting older adults’ needs for…? 

Q26_2B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  44       6,300,355  4.18 

(1) Good job                510     57,194,274  37.91 

(2) Neither a good job nor poor job                583     68,629,674  45.49 

(3) Poor job                204     18,740,806  12.42 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q26_2C: [Assisted living facilities] Do you think the area where you currently live is 
doing a good job, a poor job, or neither a good nor poor job meeting older adults’ 

needs for…? 

Q26_2C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  57       7,257,488  4.81 

(1) Good job                605     70,325,756  46.62 

(2) Neither a good job nor poor job                545     61,202,681  40.57 

(3) Poor job                134     12,079,184  8.01 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q26_3: The population of older adults is expected to nearly double and will make up 
about 22 percent of the U.S. population by the year 2040. How prepared is our country 

for the needs of this growing population of older adults? 

Q26_3  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    4          461,197  0.31 

(1) Extremely well prepared                    4          881,845  0.58 

(2) Very well prepared                  30       4,750,507  3.15 

(3) Moderately prepared                363     44,147,666  29.26 

(4) A little prepared                484     50,188,399  33.27 

(5) Not at all prepared                456     50,435,495  33.43 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP1_A: [Supported] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  10          353,854  0.23 

-99             1,199   142,324,239  94.34 

(1) Does describe                  76       4,599,704  3.05 

(2) Does not describe                  56       3,587,312  2.38 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP1_B: [Frustrated] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          336,635  0.22 

-99             1,199   142,324,239  94.34 

(1) Does describe                  65       3,755,323  2.49 

(2) Does not describe                  69       4,448,911  2.95 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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HISP1_C: [Satisfied] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          102,683  0.07 

-99             1,199   142,324,239  94.34 

(1) Does describe                  69       4,541,271  3.01 

(2) Does not describe                  67       3,896,916  2.58 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP1_D: [Lonely] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7          328,177  0.22 

-99             1,199   142,324,239  94.34 

(1) Does describe                  54       3,327,934  2.21 

(2) Does not describe                  81       4,884,759  3.24 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP1_E: [Helpless] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          125,537  0.08 

-99             1,199   142,324,239  94.34 

(1) Does describe                  46       3,065,698  2.03 

(2) Does not describe                  88       5,349,635  3.55 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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HISP1_F: [Confused] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          125,537  0.08 

-99             1,199   142,324,239  94.34 

(1) Does describe                  49       3,099,545  2.05 

(2) Does not describe                  85       5,315,788  3.52 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP1_G: [Respected] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_G  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          122,808  0.08 

-99             1,199   142,324,239  94.34 

(1) Does describe                  79       4,698,926  3.11 

(2) Does not describe                  55       3,719,136  2.47 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP1_H: [Valued] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_H  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          125,537  0.08 

-99             1,199   142,324,239  94.34 

(1) Does describe                  73       4,650,279  3.08 

(2) Does not describe                  61       3,765,054  2.50 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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HISP_2A: [Home health care aides] How confident are you about the ability of each of 
the following services in your area to accommodate the cultural needs of older 

Latinos? 

HISP_2A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  13          560,068  0.37 

-99             1,031   132,045,055  87.53 

(1) Extremely confident                  13          747,175  0.50 

(2) Very confident                  46       2,988,348  1.98 

(3) Somewhat confident                131       8,279,977  5.49 

(4) Not too confident                  77       4,647,034  3.08 

(5) Not confident at all                  30       1,597,452  1.06 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_2B: [Nursing homes] How confident are you about the ability of each of the 
following services in your area to accommodate the cultural needs of older Latinos? 

HISP_2B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  10          524,193  0.35 

-99             1,031   132,045,055  87.53 

(1) Extremely confident                    6          341,283  0.23 

(2) Very confident                  43       2,757,091  1.83 

(3) Somewhat confident                114       7,639,802  5.06 

(4) Not too confident                  95       5,311,449  3.52 

(5) Not confident at all                  42       2,246,237  1.49 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_2C: [Assisted living communities] How confident are you about the ability of 
each of the following services in your area to accommodate the cultural needs of older 

Latinos? 

HISP_2C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  13          615,283  0.41 

-99             1,031   132,045,055  87.53 

(1) Extremely confident                    8          621,482  0.41 

(2) Very confident                  45       2,844,659  1.89 

(3) Somewhat confident                116       7,085,859  4.70 

(4) Not too confident                  91       5,375,609  3.56 

(5) Not confident at all                  37       2,277,162  1.51 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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HISP_2D: [General practice doctors] How confident are you about the ability of each of 
the following services in your area to accommodate the cultural needs of older 

Latinos? 

HISP_2D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          227,699  0.15 

-99             1,031   132,045,055  87.53 

(1) Extremely confident                  23       1,122,515  0.74 

(2) Very confident                  73       4,402,138  2.92 

(3) Somewhat confident                131       8,682,716  5.76 

(4) Not too confident                  60       3,378,217  2.24 

(5) Not confident at all                  17       1,006,769  0.67 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_2E: [Hospitals] How confident are you about the ability of each of the following 
services in your area to accommodate the cultural needs of older Latinos? 

HISP_2E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    5          219,257  0.15 

-99             1,031   132,045,055  87.53 

(1) Extremely confident                  27       1,414,038  0.94 

(2) Very confident                  83       5,011,284  3.32 

(3) Somewhat confident                133       9,091,827  6.03 

(4) Not too confident                  40       2,032,077  1.35 

(5) Not confident at all                  22       1,051,571  0.70 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_2F: [Health care providers that specialize in a specific type of care, like a 
cardiologist or orthopedist] How confident are you about the ability of each of the 

following services in your area to accommodate the cultural needs of older Latinos? 

HISP_2F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7          348,421  0.23 

-99             1,031   132,045,055  87.53 

(1) Extremely confident                  19          716,661  0.48 

(2) Very confident                  75       5,348,036  3.54 

(3) Somewhat confident                130       8,344,778  5.53 

(4) Not too confident                  56       2,902,853  1.92 

(5) Not confident at all                  23       1,159,305  0.77 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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HISP_3: How often have you had difficulty finding a health care provider who speaks 
your language, whether that provider is for yourself or for a loved one? 

HISP_3  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7          229,276  0.15 

-99             1,031   132,045,055  87.53 

(1) Often                  30       2,822,874  1.87 

(2) Sometimes                  56       3,443,173  2.28 

(3) Rarely                  62       4,303,780  2.85 

(4) Never                155       8,020,951  5.32 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_4A: [Language barrier] How often have you had difficulty communicating with a 
health care provider while getting care for yourself or a loved one because of a… 

HISP_4A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    5          616,868  0.41 

-99             1,031   132,045,055  87.53 

(1) Often                  19       1,636,592  1.08 

(2) Sometimes                  61       3,860,862  2.56 

(3) Rarely                  53       2,744,315  1.82 

(4) Never                172       9,961,417  6.60 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_4B: [Cultural barrier] How often have you had difficulty communicating with a 
health care provider while getting care for yourself or a loved one because of a… 

HISP_4B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          640,593  0.42 

-99             1,031   132,045,055  87.53 

(1) Often                  19       1,279,997  0.85 

(2) Sometimes                  52       3,580,423  2.37 

(3) Rarely                  71       4,024,043  2.67 

(4) Never                162       9,294,999  6.16 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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HISP_5A: [Myself] Thinking of the times you had difficulty communicating with a health 
care provider, who was this care for? Please select all that apply. 

HISP_5A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99             1,188   141,647,613  93.89 

(0) Did not give this response                108       6,618,993  4.39 

(1) Gave this response                  45       2,598,503  1.72 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_5B: [A loved one] Thinking of the times you had difficulty communicating with a 
health care provider, who was this care for? Please select all that apply. 

HISP_5B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99             1,188   141,647,613  93.89 

(0) Did not give this response                  61       3,153,408  2.09 

(1) Gave this response                  92       6,064,088  4.02 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_5C: [Other] Thinking of the times you had difficulty communicating with a health 
care provider, who was this care for? Please select all that apply. 

HISP_5C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99             1,188   141,647,613  93.89 

(0) Did not give this response                120       7,656,451  5.08 

(1) Gave this response                  33       1,561,045  1.03 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_6A: [Not receiving the needed care] When you have had difficulty communicating 
with a health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99             1,188   141,647,613  93.89 

(1) Yes                  65       4,401,880  2.92 

(2) No                  88       4,815,616  3.19 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        
 
  



NORC  |  The 2017 Long-Term Care Poll 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  43 

HISP_6B: [Receiving the wrong type of care] When you have had difficulty 
communicating with a health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2          107,683  0.07 

-99             1,188   141,647,613  93.89 

(1) Yes                  40       2,388,081  1.58 

(2) No                111       6,721,732  4.46 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_6C: [Costs for care that were higher than expected] When you have had difficulty 
communicating with a health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            33,539  0.02 

-99             1,188   141,647,613  93.89 

(1) Yes                  59       3,973,238  2.63 

(2) No                  93       5,210,718  3.45 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_6D: [Delays in getting care] When you have had difficulty communicating with a 
health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2          125,734  0.08 

-99             1,188   141,647,613  93.89 

(1) Yes                  86       5,963,480  3.95 

(2) No                  65       3,128,282  2.07 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_6E: [Receiving low quality care] When you have had difficulty communicating 
with a health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99             1,188   141,647,613  93.89 

(1) Yes                  59       3,048,563  2.02 

(2) No                  94       6,168,933  4.09 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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HISP_6F: [Needing to travel far for care] When you have had difficulty communicating 
with a health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            68,029  0.05 

-99             1,188   141,647,613  93.89 

(1) Yes                  39       2,757,404  1.83 

(2) No                113       6,392,063  4.24 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_6G: [Additional stress] When you have had difficulty communicating with a 
health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6G  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99             1,188   141,647,613  93.89 

(1) Yes                108       6,196,576  4.11 

(2) No                  45       3,020,920  2.00 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HISP_6H: [Additional time and effort to find resources to overcome the communication 
barrier] When you have had difficulty communicating with a health care provider, did it 

result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6H  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99             1,188   141,647,613  93.89 

(1) Yes                  77       4,712,226  3.12 

(2) No                  76       4,505,270  2.99 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q27: How much planning, if any, did you do/have you done for your own needs for 
ongoing living assistance? 

Q27  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          409,066  0.27 

(1) A great deal                  41       4,064,694  2.69 

(2) Quite a bit                  99     10,984,910  7.28 

(3) A moderate amount                298     34,886,088  23.12 

(4) Only a little                363     41,328,652  27.39 

(5) None at all                534     59,191,700  39.23 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q28A: [Set aside money to pay for ongoing living assistance expenses including 
nursing home care, senior community, or care from a home healthcare aide] What 

actions have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7          538,964  0.36 

(1) Yes                409     47,591,406  31.55 

(2) No                925   102,734,740  68.10 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q28B: [Discussed your preferences for the kinds of ongoing living assistance you do 
or do not want with your family] What actions have you taken to plan for your own 

needs as you age? 

Q28B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    5          575,586  0.38 

(1) Yes                534     59,567,345  39.48 

(2) No                802     90,722,178  60.13 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q28C: [Created a legal document such as a living will or advance treatment directive, 
that allows someone you trust to make decisions for you if you cannot on your own] 

What actions have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            24,754  0.02 

(1) Yes                601     65,452,596  43.38 

(2) No                739     85,387,759  56.60 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q28D: [Looked for information about aging issues and ongoing living assistance] What 
actions have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          474,954  0.31 

(1) Yes                404     44,634,088  29.59 

(2) No                931   105,756,068  70.10 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q28E: [Modified your home in any way to make it easier to live in as you grow older] 
What actions have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    4          357,111  0.24 

(1) Yes                358     39,834,478  26.40 

(2) No                979   110,673,521  73.36 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q28F: [Moved/made plans to move to a community or facility designed for older adults] 
What actions have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7       1,257,722  0.83 

(1) Yes                138     14,431,204  9.57 

(2) No             1,196   135,176,183  89.60 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q28G: [Discussed your preferences for your funeral arrangements with someone you 
trust] What actions have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28G  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3            87,203  0.06 

(1) Yes                769     86,563,685  57.38 

(2) No                569     64,214,221  42.56 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q28H: [Looked for information about long-term care insurance. That’s extra insurance 
that covers expenses of ongoing living assistance.] What actions have you taken to 

plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28H  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    5          342,662  0.23 

(1) Yes                324     35,602,715  23.60 

(2) No             1,012   114,919,733  76.17 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q28I: [Moved or made plans to move in with a family member or friend] What actions 
have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28I  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          982,403  0.65 

(1) Yes                142     14,141,022  9.37 

(2) No             1,193   135,741,684  89.98 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q31A: [Individuals] How much responsibility should each of the following have for 
paying for the costs of ongoing living assistance? 

Q31A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  15       1,290,718  0.86 

(1) Very large responsibility                245     29,367,244  19.47 

(2) Large responsibility                358     36,325,634  24.08 

(3) Moderate responsibility                402     46,436,392  30.78 

(4) Small responsibility                202     24,269,664  16.09 

(5) No responsibility at all                119     13,175,457  8.73 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q31B: [Families] How much responsibility should each of the following have for paying 
for the costs of ongoing living assistance? 

Q31B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  13       1,261,875  0.84 

(1) Very large responsibility                  71       8,888,714  5.89 

(2) Large responsibility                170     19,218,104  12.74 

(3) Moderate responsibility                403     44,430,535  29.45 

(4) Small responsibility                390     42,409,129  28.11 

(5) No responsibility at all                294     34,656,752  22.97 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q31C: [Medicare] How much responsibility should each of the following have for 
paying for the costs of ongoing living assistance? 

Q31C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  10       1,527,213  1.01 

(1) Very large responsibility                323     35,069,158  23.25 

(2) Large responsibility                431     49,371,257  32.73 

(3) Moderate responsibility                400     43,870,308  29.08 

(4) Small responsibility                111     13,306,506  8.82 

(5) No responsibility at all                  66       7,720,667  5.12 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q31D: [Medicaid] How much responsibility should each of the following have for 
paying for the costs of ongoing living assistance? 

Q31D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  35       4,025,605  2.67 

(1) Very large responsibility                250     29,162,068  19.33 

(2) Large responsibility                316     34,824,197  23.08 

(3) Moderate responsibility                443     49,788,449  33.00 

(4) Small responsibility                173     19,556,773  12.96 

(5) No responsibility at all                124     13,508,018  8.95 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q31E: [Health insurance companies] How much responsibility should each of the 
following have for paying for the costs of ongoing living assistance? 

Q31E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  16       1,579,612  1.05 

(1) Very large responsibility                287     30,322,932  20.10 

(2) Large responsibility                427     48,050,092  31.85 

(3) Moderate responsibility                414     47,360,639  31.39 

(4) Small responsibility                115     13,621,378  9.03 

(5) No responsibility at all                  82       9,930,456  6.58 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        
 
  



NORC  |  The 2017 Long-Term Care Poll 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  49 

Q32A: [A requirement that individuals purchase private long-term care insurance] To 
help Americans prepare for the costs of ongoing living assistance, would you favor, 

oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q32A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  15       2,620,007  1.74 

(1) Strongly favor                117     13,880,863  9.20 

(2) Somewhat favor                214     24,521,396  16.25 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                344     35,966,279  23.84 

(4) Somewhat oppose                241     25,974,537  17.22 

(5) Strongly oppose                410     47,902,028  31.75 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q32B: [A government-administered long-term care insurance program, similar to 
Medicare] To help Americans prepare for the costs of ongoing living assistance, would 

you favor, oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q32B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  13       1,451,443  0.96 

(1) Strongly favor                540     59,358,749  39.35 

(2) Somewhat favor                421     46,066,638  30.54 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                194     22,996,687  15.24 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  74     10,332,832  6.85 

(5) Strongly oppose                  99     10,658,760  7.07 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q32C: [Tax breaks to encourage saving for ongoing living assistance expenses] To 
help Americans prepare for the costs of ongoing living assistance, would you favor, 

oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q32C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    9       1,063,252  0.70 

(1) Strongly favor                603     65,925,670  43.70 

(2) Somewhat favor                437     52,041,214  34.50 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                196     21,531,256  14.27 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  48       5,278,284  3.50 

(5) Strongly oppose                  48       5,025,433  3.33 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q32D: [Tax breaks for consumers who purchase long-term care insurance] To help 
Americans prepare for the costs of ongoing living assistance, would you favor, 

oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q32D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  11          987,379  0.65 

(1) Strongly favor                576     64,589,483  42.81 

(2) Somewhat favor                433     50,040,104  33.17 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                213     23,794,478  15.77 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  50       5,246,863  3.48 

(5) Strongly oppose                  58       6,206,802  4.11 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q32E: [The ability for individuals to purchase long-term care insurance through their 
employer after they leave the job, similar to COBRA] To help Americans prepare for the 

costs of ongoing living assistance, would you favor, oppose, or neither favor nor 
oppose each of the following? 

Q32E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  21       2,362,476  1.57 

(1) Strongly favor                471     51,880,384  34.39 

(2) Somewhat favor                463     51,334,944  34.03 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                282     33,841,307  22.43 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  47       4,139,784  2.74 

(5) Strongly oppose                  57       7,306,214  4.84 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q32F: [A government-administered long-term care insurance program for people who 
require care for more than 5 years] To help Americans prepare for the costs of ongoing 

living assistance, would you favor, oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each of the 
following? 

Q32F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  19       2,202,091  1.46 

(1) Strongly favor                472     50,198,214  33.27 

(2) Somewhat favor                443     48,607,187  32.22 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                253     30,464,736  20.19 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  71       9,820,541  6.51 

(5) Strongly oppose                  83       9,572,340  6.35 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q32G: [The ability for individuals to use non-taxable funds such as IRA’s or 401(k)’s to 
pay long-term care insurance premiums ] To help Americans prepare for the costs of 
ongoing living assistance, would you favor, oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each 

of the following? 

Q32G  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  21       4,510,573  2.99 

(1) Strongly favor                568     61,219,361  40.58 

(2) Somewhat favor                436     47,715,028  31.63 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                224     27,658,629  18.33 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  38       3,698,450  2.45 

(5) Strongly oppose                  54       6,063,068  4.02 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q33A: [Tax breaks for people who provide care to a family member] To help Americans 
prepare for the costs of providing ongoing living assistance, would you favor, oppose, 

or neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q33A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8       1,202,116  0.80 

(1) Strongly favor                743     78,892,092  52.29 

(2) Somewhat favor                413     46,758,629  30.99 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                113     15,638,682  10.37 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  39       5,814,118  3.85 

(5) Strongly oppose                  25       2,559,473  1.70 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q33B: [Changing Social Security rules to give earnings credit to caregivers who are 
out of the workforce to provide care to a family member] To help Americans prepare 

for the costs of providing ongoing living assistance, would you favor, oppose, or 
neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q33B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  14       1,114,502  0.74 

(1) Strongly favor                624     64,570,326  42.80 

(2) Somewhat favor                413     46,955,195  31.12 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                208     25,900,852  17.17 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  41       5,378,648  3.57 

(5) Strongly oppose                  41       6,945,586  4.60 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q33C: [Tax breaks for employers who provide paid family leave to workers] To help 
Americans prepare for the costs of providing ongoing living assistance, would you 

favor, oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q33C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  12       1,109,403  0.74 

(1) Strongly favor                628     69,014,094  45.75 

(2) Somewhat favor                425     50,185,381  33.27 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                191     20,051,242  13.29 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  39       4,225,309  2.80 

(5) Strongly oppose                  46       6,279,680  4.16 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q33D: [A Medicare benefit that provides temporary care if the caregiver and the care 
recipient live together and are both Medicare beneficiaries] To help Americans prepare 
for the costs of providing ongoing living assistance, would you favor, oppose, or nor 

oppose each of the following? 

Q33D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  18       1,981,607  1.31 

(1) Strongly favor                571     64,534,493  42.78 

(2) Somewhat favor                484     52,817,946  35.01 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                208     24,987,252  16.56 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  30       3,975,393  2.64 

(5) Strongly oppose                  30       2,568,419  1.70 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q35: How much effort would you like the federal government to devote to helping 
people with the costs of ongoing living assistance in the year 2017? 

Q35  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  10          748,507  0.50 

(1) A great deal of effort                397     42,808,879  28.38 

(2) A lot of effort                350     41,190,916  27.30 

(3) A moderate amount of effort                421     45,802,291  30.36 

(4) Only a little effort                120     16,267,311  10.78 

(5) No effort at all                  43       4,047,206  2.68 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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Q33_1: Have you heard of [California’s/New Jersey’s/Rhode Island’s] Paid Family 
Leave program, or have you not heard of this program before?/Some states operate 
Paid Family Leave programs. Have you heard of any of these state programs or have 

you not heard of this type of program before? 

Q33_1  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    4          809,754  0.54 

(1) Yes, heard of it                716     77,951,210  51.67 

(2) No, have not heard of it                621     72,104,145  47.79 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

Q33_2: Do you favor, oppose, or neither favor nor oppose this program?/Would you 
favor, oppose, or neither favor nor oppose such a program in your state? 

Q33_2  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    9       1,951,316  1.29 

(1) Strongly favor                682     72,924,482  48.34 

(2) Somewhat favor                363     42,212,580  27.98 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                210     24,508,197  16.25 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  40       5,233,408  3.47 

(5) Strongly oppose                  37       4,035,126  2.67 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

INS1: Are you covered by any kind of health insurance or some other kind of health 
care plan or not? 

INS1  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          587,892  0.39 

(1) Yes             1,236   136,685,203  90.60 

(2) No                  99     13,592,014  9.01 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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INS2: Which of the following is your main source of health insurance coverage? 

INS2  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2          164,448  0.11 

-99                105     14,179,906  9.40 

(1) Plan through employer                432     46,010,868  30.50 

(2) Plan through spouse’s employer                165     19,623,843  13.01 

(3) Plan purchased yourself directly 
from an insurance company 

                 58       6,808,369  4.51 

(4) Health insurance marketplace                  61       5,874,266  3.89 

(5) Medicare                410     45,962,881  30.47 

(6) Medicaid                  54       5,237,582  3.47 

(7) Somewhere else                  54       7,002,946  4.64 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

INS2A: In addition to Medicare, do you have health insurance coverage through 
Medicaid, or not? 

INS2A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            86,755  0.06 

-99                931   104,902,228  69.53 

(1) Yes                  84       9,377,736  6.22 

(2) No                325     36,498,390  24.19 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

INS2B: In addition to Medicaid, do you have health insurance coverage through 
Medicare, or not? 

INS2B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99             1,287   145,627,527  96.53 

(1) Yes                  13       1,183,266  0.78 

(2) No                  41       4,054,316  2.69 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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INS2C: As far as you know, does your health insurance pay for ongoing living 
assistance services should you need them, or not? 

INS2C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  69       8,102,954  5.37 

-99                105     14,179,906  9.40 

(1) Yes                268     30,732,096  20.37 

(2) No                899     97,850,153  64.86 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

INS3: Do you currently have long-term care insurance from a private insurance 
company, or not? That’s extra insurance that covers expenses of ongoing living 

assistance. 

INS3  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  16       1,640,570  1.09 

(1) Yes                180     21,440,907  14.21 

(2) No             1,145   127,783,632  84.70 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

INS4: Some people sometimes mistakenly think that other kinds of health insurance 
cover long-term care. How sure are you that you have private insurance that 

specifically covers long-term care? 

INS4  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            46,524  0.03 

-99             1,161   129,424,203  85.79 

(1) Very sure                  99     10,979,313  7.28 

(2) Somewhat sure                  36       4,322,746  2.87 

(3) Neither sure nor unsure                  18       1,909,446  1.27 

(4) Somewhat unsure                  15       2,200,308  1.46 

(5) Very unsure                  11       1,982,570  1.31 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        
 
  



NORC  |  The 2017 Long-Term Care Poll 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  56 

POLITICS: Do you consider yourself a Democrat, a Republican, an independent or 
none of these? 

POLITICS  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7          535,039  0.35 

(1) Democrat                505     54,211,454  35.93 

(2) Republican                339     41,228,114  27.33 

(3) Independent                335     36,092,959  23.92 

(4) None of these                155     18,797,542  12.46 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

DEMO: Do you consider yourself a strong Democrat or a moderate Democrat? 

DEMO  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                836     96,653,655  64.07 

(1) Strong Democrat                229     21,467,598  14.23 

(2) Moderate Democrat                276     32,743,856  21.70 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

REPUB: Do you consider yourself a strong Republican or a moderate Republican? 

REPUB  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99             1,002   109,636,995  72.67 

(1) Strong Republican                146     16,213,708  10.75 

(2) Moderate Republican                193     25,014,406  16.58 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

INDEP: Do you learn more toward the Democrats or the Republicans? 

INDEP  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          708,724  0.47 

-99                844     95,439,569  63.26 

(1) Lean Democrat                145     16,069,565  10.65 

(2) Lean Republican                146     15,677,371  10.39 

(3) Don't lean                198     22,969,880  15.23 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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USBORN: Were you born in the United States or in another country? 

USBORN  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          310,794  0.21 

(1) In the United States             1,186   136,605,217  90.55 

(2) In another country                149     13,949,098  9.25 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

OTHERLANG: Do you speak a language other than English at home? 

OTHERLANG  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3          221,549  0.15 

(1) Yes                290     25,776,612  17.09 

(2) No             1,048   124,866,948  82.77 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

AGEGRP: Age 

AGEGRP  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) 40-54                540     58,403,073  38.71 

(2) 55-64                371     44,915,491  29.77 

(3) 65-74                292     31,643,032  20.97 

(4) 75+                138     15,903,513  10.54 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

RACETH: Race/ethnicity 

RACETH  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) White, non-Hispanic                827   108,149,918  71.69 

(2) Black, non-Hispanic                116     14,544,864  9.64 

(3) Hispanic                310     18,820,054  12.47 

(4) Other                  88       9,350,274  6.20 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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MARITAL: Marital status 

MARITAL  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Married                772     90,439,113  59.95 

(2) Widowed                109     13,537,403  8.97 

(3) Divorced                256     24,615,036  16.32 

(4) Separated                  28       5,024,337  3.33 

(5) Never married                176     17,249,220  11.43 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

HHINCOME: Household income 

HHINCOME  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Under $10,000                  59       8,811,192  5.84 

(2) $10,000 to under $20,000                124     13,280,170  8.80 

(3) $20,000 to under $30,000                155     16,950,259  11.24 

(4) $30,000 to under $40,000                132     17,080,496  11.32 

(5) $40,000 to under $50,000                135     13,726,868  9.10 

(6) $50,000 to under $75,000                243     24,205,315  16.04 

(7) $75,000 to under $100,000                206     23,003,348  15.25 

(8) $100,000 to under $150,000                193     22,353,000  14.82 

(9) $150,000 or more                  94     11,454,461  7.59 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

EMPSTATUS: Employment status 

EMPSTATUS  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Employed                709     76,265,264  50.55 

(2) Not employed                632     74,599,846  49.45 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

EDUCATION: Educational attainment 

EDUCATION  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Less than high school graduate                  67     17,633,162  11.69 

(2) High school graduate or equivalent                197     45,644,439  30.26 

(3) Some college                599     46,881,398  31.08 

(4) College graduate or above                478     40,706,111  26.98 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 
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GENDER: Gender 

GENDER  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Male                603     71,471,066  47.37 

(2) Female                738     79,394,044  52.63 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

        

CENSUS_REGION: Census region 

CENSUS_REGION  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Northeast                218     27,412,536  18.17 

(2) Midwest                305     32,189,045  21.34 

(3) South                460     56,690,460  37.58 

(4) West                358     34,573,068  22.92 

Total             1,341   150,865,109  100.00 

 

 

HISPANIC SAMPLE FREQUENCIES 

 

SURV_MODE: Survey mode 

SURV_MODE  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Phone interview                  64       4,920,822  26.15 

(2) Web Interview                246     13,899,232  73.85 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

SURV_LANG: Language of interview 

SURV_LANG  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) English                274     14,700,571  78.11 

(2) Spanish                  36       4,119,483  21.89 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISPSAMP: Hispanic sample 

HISPSAMP  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Yes                310     18,820,054  100.00 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q1: In general, how would you rate your overall health? 

Q1  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            14,031  0.07 

(1) Excellent                  43       1,840,912  9.78 

(2) Very good                  96       5,812,061  30.88 

(3) Good                103       5,723,690  30.41 

(4) Fair                  55       4,600,135  24.44 

(5) Poor                  12          829,226  4.41 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q8: How much do you feel you can rely on your family to be there for you in a time of 
need? 

Q8  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3            61,073  0.32 

(1) A great deal                110       6,020,248  31.99 

(2) Quite a bit                  78       5,028,452  26.72 

(3) A moderate amount                  67       4,189,217  22.26 

(4) Only a little                  33       2,510,385  13.34 

(5) Not at all                  19       1,010,679  5.37 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q10: Are you currently receiving this kind of ongoing living assistance or not? 

Q10  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2            69,449  0.37 

(1) Yes                  16       1,114,377  5.92 

(2) No                292     17,636,228  93.71 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q11: Have you ever received ongoing living assistance like this or not? 

Q11  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                  16       1,114,377  5.92 

(1) Yes                    7          705,342  3.75 

(2) No                287     17,000,335  90.33 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q12: Are you currently receiving/did you most recently receive this ongoing living 
assistance in your own home, in a friend or family member’s home, in a nursing home, 
or in a senior community, which includes assisted living communities and facilities? 

Q12  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                287     17,000,335  90.33 

(1) Own home                  14       1,148,860  6.10 

(2) Friend or family member's home                    7          639,465  3.40 

(3) Nursing home                    1            19,907  0.11 

(4) Senior community                    1            11,487  0.06 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q13A: [A family member] Have you ever received ongoing living assistance from any 
of the following or not? 

Q13A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                289     17,031,729  90.50 

(1) Yes                  16       1,254,575  6.67 

(2) No                    5          533,751  2.84 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q13B: [A friend] Have you ever received ongoing living assistance from any of the 
following or not? 

Q13B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            78,487  0.42 

-99                289     17,031,729  90.50 

(1) Yes                    6          447,022  2.38 

(2) No                  14       1,262,816  6.71 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q13C: [A professional home healthcare aide] Have you ever received ongoing living 
assistance from any of the following or not? 

Q13C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            78,487  0.42 

-99                289     17,031,729  90.50 

(1) Yes                    7          289,047  1.54 

(2) No                  13       1,420,791  7.55 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q14: Are you currently providing ongoing living assistance on a regular basis to a 
family member or close friend or not? 

Q14  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3            54,250  0.29 

(1) Yes                  49       2,773,258  14.74 

(2) No                258     15,992,547  84.98 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q14_1: Are you currently providing this ongoing living assistance in your own home, 
in your aging friend or family member’s home, in another friend or family member’s 

home, in a nursing home, or in a senior community? 

Q14_1  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                261     16,046,796  85.26 

(1) Your own home                  14          755,387  4.01 

(2) Your aging friend or family member's 
home 

                 20          818,897  4.35 

(3) Another friend or family member’s 
home 

                 10          997,361  5.30 

(4) Nursing home                    3          179,764  0.96 

(5) Senior community                    2            21,849  0.12 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q15: Have you ever provided ongoing living assistance on a regular basis to a family 
member or close friend or not? 

Q15  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1          183,570  0.98 

-99                  49       2,773,258  14.74 

(1) Yes                  78       4,309,878  22.90 

(2) No                182     11,553,349  61.39 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q17_1: Are you, or is anyone in your family, currently employing someone to provide 
in-home ongoing living assistance? 

Q17_1  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Yes                  33       2,152,054  11.43 

(2) No                277     16,668,000  88.57 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 



NORC  |  The 2017 Long-Term Care Poll 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  63 

Q18: How likely do you think it is that you will personally require ongoing living 
assistance some day? 

Q18  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3          364,581  1.94 

-99                  16       1,114,377  5.92 

(1) Extremely likely                  11          458,180  2.43 

(2) Very likely                  44       1,877,603  9.98 

(3) Somewhat likely                120       7,311,959  38.85 

(4) Not too likely                  84       4,413,571  23.45 

(5) Not at all likely                  32       3,279,784  17.43 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q19: How likely do you think it is that an aging family member or close friend will need 
ongoing living assistance in the next five years? 

Q19  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2            17,451  0.09 

-99                  49       2,773,258  14.74 

(1) Extremely likely                  27          918,923  4.88 

(2) Very likely                  47       3,043,359  16.17 

(3) Somewhat likely                  67       4,107,173  21.82 

(4) Not too likely                  76       4,996,265  26.55 

(5) Not at all likely                  42       2,963,624  15.75 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q19C: Do you think you, personally, will be responsible for providing that ongoing 
living assistance, or will someone else be providing that care? 

Q19C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                169     10,750,599  57.12 

(1) You                  23       2,050,657  10.90 

(2) Someone else                  63       3,338,206  17.74 

(3) Combination                  55       2,680,592  14.24 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q19D: Do you, personally, feel extremely prepared, very prepared, somewhat prepared, 
not too prepared, or not at all prepared to provide ongoing living assistance to that 

aging family member or friend? 

Q19D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                232     14,088,805  74.86 

(1) Extremely prepared                    1            41,947  0.22 

(2) Very prepared                    9          470,176  2.50 

(3) Somewhat prepared                  42       2,726,780  14.49 

(4) Not too prepared                  17       1,032,284  5.49 

(5) Not at all prepared                    9          460,062  2.44 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q23: Thinking about your current/possible needs for ongoing living assistance, how 
confident are you that you will have the financial resources to pay for any care you 

need as you get older? 

Q23  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2            21,896  0.12 

(1) Extremely confident                    9          582,437  3.09 

(2) Very confident                  44       2,827,702  15.02 

(3) Somewhat confident                106       6,283,773  33.39 

(4) Not too confident                  94       5,906,227  31.38 

(5) Not confident at all                  55       3,198,019  16.99 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q24_1A: [Your personal savings or investments] How much do you think you will rely 
on each of the following sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2            32,456  0.17 

(1) Completely                  39       2,385,198  12.67 

(2) Quite a bit                  76       4,461,009  23.70 

(3) A moderate amount                  81       3,641,939  19.35 

(4) Only a little                  50       3,435,832  18.26 

(5) Not at all                  62       4,863,622  25.84 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q24_1B: [A pension] How much do you think you will rely on each of the following 
sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7          245,453  1.30 

(1) Completely                  35       2,428,955  12.91 

(2) Quite a bit                  65       3,667,343  19.49 

(3) A moderate amount                  62       3,117,562  16.57 

(4) Only a little                  30       2,259,558  12.01 

(5) Not at all                111       7,101,184  37.73 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q24_1C: [Social Security] How much do you think you will rely on each of the following 
sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7          189,623  1.01 

(1) Completely                  65       2,936,913  15.61 

(2) Quite a bit                  69       5,008,551  26.61 

(3) A moderate amount                  83       3,713,137  19.73 

(4) Only a little                  47       2,796,819  14.86 

(5) Not at all                  39       4,175,012  22.18 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q24_1D: [Sources of future income other than Social Security, a pension, or your 
personal savings or investments] How much do you think you will rely on each of the 

following sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3          132,696  0.71 

(1) Completely                  22       1,805,952  9.60 

(2) Quite a bit                  51       3,494,979  18.57 

(3) A moderate amount                  64       3,469,131  18.43 

(4) Only a little                  54       2,178,051  11.57 

(5) Not at all                116       7,739,246  41.12 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q24_1E: [A family member’s savings and investments] How much do you think you will 
rely on each of the following sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            74,785  0.40 

(1) Completely                    8          739,002  3.93 

(2) Quite a bit                  24       1,387,100  7.37 

(3) A moderate amount                  47       2,465,846  13.10 

(4) Only a little                  45       3,305,506  17.56 

(5) Not at all                185     10,847,815  57.64 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q24_1F: [A family member’s future income] How much do you think you will rely on 
each of the following sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    4          202,671  1.08 

(1) Completely                  10          555,378  2.95 

(2) Quite a bit                  21       1,395,565  7.42 

(3) A moderate amount                  41       3,302,820  17.55 

(4) Only a little                  46       3,067,928  16.30 

(5) Not at all                188     10,295,692  54.71 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q24_1G: [A family member’s ability to provide care at no cost] How much do you think 
you will rely on each of the following sources to support any care you need as you get 

older? 

Q24_1G  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2          108,696  0.58 

(1) Completely                  16          844,845  4.49 

(2) Quite a bit                  43       3,168,795  16.84 

(3) A moderate amount                  49       2,981,740  15.84 

(4) Only a little                  71       4,472,233  23.76 

(5) Not at all                129       7,243,744  38.49 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q24_1H: [Medicaid, which is a government health care coverage program for low 
income people and people with certain disabilities] How much do you think you will 

rely on each of the following sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1H  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3          120,752  0.64 

(1) Completely                  39       1,502,170  7.98 

(2) Quite a bit                  46       3,149,689  16.74 

(3) A moderate amount                  53       2,182,344  11.60 

(4) Only a little                  55       4,093,073  21.75 

(5) Not at all                114       7,772,026  41.30 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q24_1I: [Medicare, which is the national health care insurance program mainly for 
seniors] How much do you think you will rely on each of the following sources to 

support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1I  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            49,617  0.26 

(1) Completely                  72       4,095,120  21.76 

(2) Quite a bit                  96       5,111,705  27.16 

(3) A moderate amount                  73       3,272,041  17.39 

(4) Only a little                  33       2,629,187  13.97 

(5) Not at all                  35       3,662,384  19.46 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q24_1J: [Long-term care insurance, which is extra insurance that covers expenses of 
ongoing living assistance] How much do you think you will rely on each of the 

following sources to support any care you need as you get older? 

Q24_1J  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3            64,755  0.34 

(1) Completely                  23       1,714,855  9.11 

(2) Quite a bit                  40       3,445,185  18.31 

(3) A moderate amount                  65       3,777,980  20.07 

(4) Only a little                  44       2,570,669  13.66 

(5) Not at all                135       7,246,611  38.50 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q24: What’s your best estimate of the national average monthly cost to live in a 
nursing home? 

Q24  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    5          643,882  3.42 

(1) Less than $2,000                  25       1,608,232  8.55 

(2) $2,000-$4,000                  89       5,731,255  30.45 

(3) $4,000-$6,000                  79       4,680,833  24.87 

(4) $6,000-$8,000                  58       3,350,619  17.80 

(5) More than $8,000                  54       2,805,232  14.91 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q25: What’s your best estimate of the national average monthly cost to live in an 
assisted living community? 

Q25  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    5          360,140  1.91 

(1) Less than $1,000                  20       1,167,909  6.21 

(2) $1,000-$2,000                  73       5,006,037  26.60 

(3) $2,000-$3,000                  74       4,231,108  22.48 

(4) $3,000-$4,000                  59       2,273,658  12.08 

(5) More than $4,000                  79       5,781,201  30.72 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q26: What’s your best estimate of the national average monthly cost of a home 
healthcare aide who visits every day for 2 hours? 

Q26  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    5          220,703  1.17 

(1) Less than $1,000                  55       3,553,895  18.88 

(2) $1,000-$2,000                  98       6,986,457  37.12 

(3) $2,000-$3,000                  66       3,730,102  19.82 

(4) $3,000-$4,000                  49       2,382,371  12.66 

(5) More than $4,000                  37       1,946,526  10.34 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q26_1A: [Housekeeping, such as cleaning and laundry] Do you think the typical home 
healthcare aide should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should 

this not be a service they provide? 

Q26_1A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3            41,475  0.22 

(1) Should provide                224     14,531,899  77.22 

(2) Should not provide                  83       4,246,680  22.56 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q26_1B: [Shopping for groceries] Do you think the typical home healthcare aide 
should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should this not be a 

service they provide? 

Q26_1B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            18,617  0.10 

(1) Should provide                227     14,177,697  75.33 

(2) Should not provide                  82       4,623,740  24.57 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q26_1C: [Cooking, meal preparation, and feeding] Do you think the typical home 
healthcare aide should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should 

this not be a service they provide? 

Q26_1C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    4            73,441  0.39 

(1) Should provide                266     16,272,061  86.46 

(2) Should not provide                  40       2,474,552  13.15 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q26_1E: [Bathing, toileting, and getting dressed] Do you think the typical home 
healthcare aide should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should 

this not be a service they provide? 

Q26_1E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            18,617  0.10 

(1) Should provide                289     17,931,041  95.28 

(2) Should not provide                  20          870,397  4.62 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q26_1F: [Getting around inside the home] Do you think the typical home healthcare 
aide should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should this not be a 

service they provide? 

Q26_1F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2          198,703  1.06 

(1) Should provide                279     17,003,065  90.35 

(2) Should not provide                  29       1,618,286  8.60 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q26_1G: [Transportation to doctor’s appointments or other services] Do you think the 
typical home healthcare aide should provide each of the following as part of their care, 

or should this not be a service they provide? 

Q26_1G  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Should provide                252     15,754,264  83.71 

(2) Should not provide                  58       3,065,790  16.29 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q26_1H: [Making sure bills are paid Do you think the typical home healthcare aide 
should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should this not be a 

service they provide? 

Q26_1H  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                  20       1,416,252  7.53 

(1) Should provide                135       9,108,407  48.40 

(2) Should not provide                155       8,295,396  44.08 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q26_1I: [Reminders to take medicine] Do you think the typical home healthcare aide 
should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should this not be a 

service they provide? 

Q26_1I  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3          124,643  0.66 

(1) Should provide                292     17,715,673  94.13 

(2) Should not provide                  15          979,738  5.21 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q26_1J: [Administering medicine] Do you think the typical home healthcare aide 
should provide each of the following as part of their care, or should this not be a 

service they provide? 

Q26_1J  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            90,372  0.48 

(1) Should provide                265     16,248,928  86.34 

(2) Should not provide                  44       2,480,754  13.18 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q26_2A: [Home healthcare aides to provide ongoing living assistance] Do you think 
the area where you currently live is doing a good job, a poor job, or neither a good nor 

poor job meeting older adults’ needs for…? 

Q26_2A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          452,128  2.40 

(1) Good job                122       7,252,979  38.54 

(2) Neither a good job nor poor job                146       9,447,474  50.20 

(3) Poor job                  34       1,667,473  8.86 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q26_2B: [Nursing homes] Do you think the area where you currently live is doing a 
good job, a poor job, or neither a good nor poor job meeting older adults’ needs for…? 

Q26_2B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  15       1,178,014  6.26 

(1) Good job                113       6,883,258  36.57 

(2) Neither a good job nor poor job                125       7,810,303  41.50 

(3) Poor job                  57       2,948,478  15.67 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q26_2C: [Assisted living facilities] Do you think the area where you currently live is 
doing a good job, a poor job, or neither a good nor poor job meeting older adults’ 

needs for…? 

Q26_2C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  15       1,023,516  5.44 

(1) Good job                122       7,818,748  41.54 

(2) Neither a good job nor poor job                137       8,607,197  45.73 

(3) Poor job                  36       1,370,594  7.28 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 



NORC  |  The 2017 Long-Term Care Poll 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  72 

Q26_3: The population of older adults is expected to nearly double and will make up 
about 22 percent of the U.S. population by the year 2040. How prepared is our country 

for the needs of this growing population of older adults? 

Q26_3  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1              8,442  0.04 

(1) Extremely well prepared                    1            42,733  0.23 

(2) Very well prepared                    9          239,476  1.27 

(3) Moderately prepared                  90       6,873,894  36.52 

(4) A little prepared                104       5,385,363  28.62 

(5) Not at all prepared                105       6,270,145  33.32 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP1_A: [Supported] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  10          353,854  1.88 

-99                168     10,279,184  54.62 

(1) Does describe                  76       4,599,704  24.44 

(2) Does not describe                  56       3,587,312  19.06 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP1_B: [Frustrated] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          336,635  1.79 

-99                168     10,279,184  54.62 

(1) Does describe                  65       3,755,323  19.95 

(2) Does not describe                  69       4,448,911  23.64 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        
 
  



NORC  |  The 2017 Long-Term Care Poll 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  73 

HISP1_C: [Satisfied] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          102,683  0.55 

-99                168     10,279,184  54.62 

(1) Does describe                  69       4,541,271  24.13 

(2) Does not describe                  67       3,896,916  20.71 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP1_D: [Lonely] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7          328,177  1.74 

-99                168     10,279,184  54.62 

(1) Does describe                  54       3,327,934  17.68 

(2) Does not describe                  81       4,884,759  25.96 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP1_E: [Helpless] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          125,537  0.67 

-99                168     10,279,184  54.62 

(1) Does describe                  46       3,065,698  16.29 

(2) Does not describe                  88       5,349,635  28.43 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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HISP1_F: [Confused] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          125,537  0.67 

-99                168     10,279,184  54.62 

(1) Does describe                  49       3,099,545  16.47 

(2) Does not describe                  85       5,315,788  28.25 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP1_G: [Respected] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_G  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          122,808  0.65 

-99                168     10,279,184  54.62 

(1) Does describe                  79       4,698,926  24.97 

(2) Does not describe                  55       3,719,136  19.76 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP1_H: [Valued] Thinking about your personal experience with ongoing living 
assistance, please indicate if each of the following words describes or does not 

describe your experience. 

HISP1_H  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          125,537  0.67 

-99                168     10,279,184  54.62 

(1) Does describe                  73       4,650,279  24.71 

(2) Does not describe                  61       3,765,054  20.01 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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HISP_2A: [Home health care aides] How confident are you about the ability of each of 
the following services in your area to accommodate the cultural needs of older 

Latinos? 

HISP_2A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  13          560,068  2.98 

(1) Extremely confident                  13          747,175  3.97 

(2) Very confident                  46       2,988,348  15.88 

(3) Somewhat confident                131       8,279,977  44.00 

(4) Not too confident                  77       4,647,034  24.69 

(5) Not confident at all                  30       1,597,452  8.49 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_2B: [Nursing homes] How confident are you about the ability of each of the 
following services in your area to accommodate the cultural needs of older Latinos? 

HISP_2B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  10          524,193  2.79 

(1) Extremely confident                    6          341,283  1.81 

(2) Very confident                  43       2,757,091  14.65 

(3) Somewhat confident                114       7,639,802  40.59 

(4) Not too confident                  95       5,311,449  28.22 

(5) Not confident at all                  42       2,246,237  11.94 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_2C: [Assisted living communities] How confident are you about the ability of 
each of the following services in your area to accommodate the cultural needs of older 

Latinos? 

HISP_2C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  13          615,283  3.27 

(1) Extremely confident                    8          621,482  3.30 

(2) Very confident                  45       2,844,659  15.12 

(3) Somewhat confident                116       7,085,859  37.65 

(4) Not too confident                  91       5,375,609  28.56 

(5) Not confident at all                  37       2,277,162  12.10 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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HISP_2D: [General practice doctors] How confident are you about the ability of each of 
the following services in your area to accommodate the cultural needs of older 

Latinos? 

HISP_2D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          227,699  1.21 

(1) Extremely confident                  23       1,122,515  5.96 

(2) Very confident                  73       4,402,138  23.39 

(3) Somewhat confident                131       8,682,716  46.14 

(4) Not too confident                  60       3,378,217  17.95 

(5) Not confident at all                  17       1,006,769  5.35 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_2E: [Hospitals] How confident are you about the ability of each of the following 
services in your area to accommodate the cultural needs of older Latinos? 

HISP_2E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    5          219,257  1.17 

(1) Extremely confident                  27       1,414,038  7.51 

(2) Very confident                  83       5,011,284  26.63 

(3) Somewhat confident                133       9,091,827  48.31 

(4) Not too confident                  40       2,032,077  10.80 

(5) Not confident at all                  22       1,051,571  5.59 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_2F: [Health care providers that specialize in a specific type of care, like a 
cardiologist or orthopedist] How confident are you about the ability of each of the 

following services in your area to accommodate the cultural needs of older Latinos? 

HISP_2F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7          348,421  1.85 

(1) Extremely confident                  19          716,661  3.81 

(2) Very confident                  75       5,348,036  28.42 

(3) Somewhat confident                130       8,344,778  44.34 

(4) Not too confident                  56       2,902,853  15.42 

(5) Not confident at all                  23       1,159,305  6.16 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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HISP_3: How often have you had difficulty finding a health care provider who speaks 
your language, whether that provider is for yourself or for a loved one? 

HISP_3  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7          229,276  1.22 

(1) Often                  30       2,822,874  15.00 

(2) Sometimes                  56       3,443,173  18.30 

(3) Rarely                  62       4,303,780  22.87 

(4) Never                155       8,020,951  42.62 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_4A: [Language barrier] How often have you had difficulty communicating with a 
health care provider while getting care for yourself or a loved one because of a… 

HISP_4A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    5          616,868  3.28 

(1) Often                  19       1,636,592  8.70 

(2) Sometimes                  61       3,860,862  20.51 

(3) Rarely                  53       2,744,315  14.58 

(4) Never                172       9,961,417  52.93 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_4B: [Cultural barrier] How often have you had difficulty communicating with a 
health care provider while getting care for yourself or a loved one because of a… 

HISP_4B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          640,593  3.40 

(1) Often                  19       1,279,997  6.80 

(2) Sometimes                  52       3,580,423  19.02 

(3) Rarely                  71       4,024,043  21.38 

(4) Never                162       9,294,999  49.39 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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HISP_5A: [Myself] Thinking of the times you had difficulty communicating with a health 
care provider, who was this care for? Please select all that apply. 

HISP_5A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                157       9,602,558  51.02 

(0) Did not give this response                108       6,618,993  35.17 

(1) Gave this response                  45       2,598,503  13.81 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_5B: [A loved one] Thinking of the times you had difficulty communicating with a 
health care provider, who was this care for? Please select all that apply. 

HISP_5B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                157       9,602,558  51.02 

(0) Did not give this response                  61       3,153,408  16.76 

(1) Gave this response                  92       6,064,088  32.22 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_5C: [Other] Thinking of the times you had difficulty communicating with a health 
care provider, who was this care for? Please select all that apply. 

HISP_5C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                157       9,602,558  51.02 

(0) Did not give this response                120       7,656,451  40.68 

(1) Gave this response                  33       1,561,045  8.29 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_6A: [Not receiving the needed care] When you have had difficulty communicating 
with a health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                157       9,602,558  51.02 

(1) Yes                  65       4,401,880  23.39 

(2) No                  88       4,815,616  25.59 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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HISP_6B: [Receiving the wrong type of care] When you have had difficulty 
communicating with a health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2          107,683  0.57 

-99                157       9,602,558  51.02 

(1) Yes                  40       2,388,081  12.69 

(2) No                111       6,721,732  35.72 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_6C: [Costs for care that were higher than expected] When you have had difficulty 
communicating with a health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            33,539  0.18 

-99                157       9,602,558  51.02 

(1) Yes                  59       3,973,238  21.11 

(2) No                  93       5,210,718  27.69 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_6D: [Delays in getting care] When you have had difficulty communicating with a 
health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2          125,734  0.67 

-99                157       9,602,558  51.02 

(1) Yes                  86       5,963,480  31.69 

(2) No                  65       3,128,282  16.62 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_6E: [Receiving low quality care] When you have had difficulty communicating 
with a health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                157       9,602,558  51.02 

(1) Yes                  59       3,048,563  16.20 

(2) No                  94       6,168,933  32.78 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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HISP_6F: [Needing to travel far for care] When you have had difficulty communicating 
with a health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            68,029  0.36 

-99                157       9,602,558  51.02 

(1) Yes                  39       2,757,404  14.65 

(2) No                113       6,392,063  33.96 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_6G: [Additional stress] When you have had difficulty communicating with a 
health care provider, did it result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6G  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                157       9,602,558  51.02 

(1) Yes                108       6,196,576  32.93 

(2) No                  45       3,020,920  16.05 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

HISP_6H: [Additional time and effort to find resources to overcome the communication 
barrier] When you have had difficulty communicating with a health care provider, did it 

result in any of the following, or not? 

HISP_6H  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                157       9,602,558  51.02 

(1) Yes                  77       4,712,226  25.04 

(2) No                  76       4,505,270  23.94 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q27: How much planning, if any, did you do/have you done for your own needs for 
ongoing living assistance? 

Q27  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2            31,943  0.17 

(1) A great deal                  17       1,441,269  7.66 

(2) Quite a bit                  23       1,693,347  9.00 

(3) A moderate amount                  52       3,816,637  20.28 

(4) Only a little                  71       4,231,987  22.49 

(5) None at all                145       7,604,871  40.41 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q28A: [Set aside money to pay for ongoing living assistance expenses including 
nursing home care, senior community, or care from a home healthcare aide] What 

actions have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2          225,790  1.20 

(1) Yes                  96       6,665,274  35.42 

(2) No                212     11,928,990  63.38 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q28B: [Discussed your preferences for the kinds of ongoing living assistance you do 
or do not want with your family] What actions have you taken to plan for your own 

needs as you age? 

Q28B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Yes                132       8,570,763  45.54 

(2) No                178     10,249,291  54.46 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q28C: [Created a legal document such as a living will or advance treatment directive, 
that allows someone you trust to make decisions for you if you cannot on your own] 

What actions have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Yes                113       6,557,363  34.84 

(2) No                197     12,262,691  65.16 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q28D: [Looked for information about aging issues and ongoing living assistance] What 
actions have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Yes                  76       4,218,484  22.41 

(2) No                234     14,601,570  77.59 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q28E: [Modified your home in any way to make it easier to live in as you grow older] 
What actions have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Yes                  84       4,714,019  25.05 

(2) No                226     14,106,035  74.95 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q28F: [Moved/made plans to move to a community or facility designed for older adults] 
What actions have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2          136,557  0.73 

(1) Yes                  39       2,209,715  11.74 

(2) No                269     16,473,782  87.53 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q28G: [Discussed your preferences for your funeral arrangements with someone you 
trust] What actions have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28G  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            16,278  0.09 

(1) Yes                170     10,151,181  53.94 

(2) No                139       8,652,595  45.98 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q28H: [Looked for information about long-term care insurance. That’s extra insurance 
that covers expenses of ongoing living assistance.] What actions have you taken to 

plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28H  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            29,766  0.16 

(1) Yes                  68       4,120,835  21.90 

(2) No                241     14,669,453  77.95 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q28I: [Moved or made plans to move in with a family member or friend] What actions 
have you taken to plan for your own needs as you age? 

Q28I  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1          102,795  0.55 

(1) Yes                  48       2,352,394  12.50 

(2) No                261     16,364,866  86.95 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q31A: [Individuals] How much responsibility should each of the following have for 
paying for the costs of ongoing living assistance? 

Q31A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2            19,956  0.11 

(1) Very large responsibility                  53       3,809,504  20.24 

(2) Large responsibility                  81       4,892,121  25.99 

(3) Moderate responsibility                  87       5,454,217  28.98 

(4) Small responsibility                  49       2,530,992  13.45 

(5) No responsibility at all                  38       2,113,263  11.23 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q31B: [Families] How much responsibility should each of the following have for paying 
for the costs of ongoing living assistance? 

Q31B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3          148,276  0.79 

(1) Very large responsibility                  14       1,308,823  6.95 

(2) Large responsibility                  47       4,073,940  21.65 

(3) Moderate responsibility                106       7,068,998  37.56 

(4) Small responsibility                  72       2,965,092  15.76 

(5) No responsibility at all                  68       3,254,925  17.30 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q31C: [Medicare] How much responsibility should each of the following have for 
paying for the costs of ongoing living assistance? 

Q31C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            16,968  0.09 

(1) Very large responsibility                  85       4,493,220  23.87 

(2) Large responsibility                  78       4,973,432  26.43 

(3) Moderate responsibility                105       6,812,964  36.20 

(4) Small responsibility                  22       1,465,496  7.79 

(5) No responsibility at all                  19       1,057,974  5.62 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q31D: [Medicaid] How much responsibility should each of the following have for 
paying for the costs of ongoing living assistance? 

Q31D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    7          250,078  1.33 

(1) Very large responsibility                  65       3,682,359  19.57 

(2) Large responsibility                  70       4,659,557  24.76 

(3) Moderate responsibility                107       6,577,401  34.95 

(4) Small responsibility                  33       2,212,857  11.76 

(5) No responsibility at all                  28       1,437,802  7.64 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q31E: [Health insurance companies] How much responsibility should each of the 
following have for paying for the costs of ongoing living assistance? 

Q31E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    4          204,026  1.08 

(1) Very large responsibility                  76       4,332,404  23.02 

(2) Large responsibility                101       6,320,216  33.58 

(3) Moderate responsibility                  89       5,227,919  27.78 

(4) Small responsibility                  20       1,461,497  7.77 

(5) No responsibility at all                  20       1,273,993  6.77 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q32A: [A requirement that individuals purchase private long-term care insurance] To 
help Americans prepare for the costs of ongoing living assistance, would you favor, 

oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q32A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            47,079  0.25 

(1) Strongly favor                  48       2,945,924  15.65 

(2) Somewhat favor                  57       4,423,561  23.50 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                  88       5,643,506  29.99 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  39       2,235,630  11.88 

(5) Strongly oppose                  77       3,524,354  18.73 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q32B: [A government-administered long-term care insurance program, similar to 
Medicare] To help Americans prepare for the costs of ongoing living assistance, would 

you favor, oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q32B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2            64,142  0.34 

(1) Strongly favor                134       8,394,685  44.61 

(2) Somewhat favor                  95       5,836,562  31.01 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                  43       2,514,415  13.36 

(4) Somewhat oppose                    9       1,233,296  6.55 

(5) Strongly oppose                  27          776,955  4.13 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q32C: [Tax breaks to encourage saving for ongoing living assistance expenses] To 
help Americans prepare for the costs of ongoing living assistance, would you favor, 

oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q32C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            85,073  0.45 

(1) Strongly favor                144       7,381,337  39.22 

(2) Somewhat favor                  97       7,495,200  39.83 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                  49       2,782,204  14.78 

(4) Somewhat oppose                    8          888,714  4.72 

(5) Strongly oppose                  11          187,525  1.00 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q32D: [Tax breaks for consumers who purchase long-term care insurance] To help 
Americans prepare for the costs of ongoing living assistance, would you favor, 

oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q32D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1              8,442  0.04 

(1) Strongly favor                134       7,006,190  37.23 

(2) Somewhat favor                  95       7,462,947  39.65 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                  59       3,359,579  17.85 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  10          645,008  3.43 

(5) Strongly oppose                  11          337,888  1.80 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q32E: [The ability for individuals to purchase long-term care insurance through their 
employer after they leave the job, similar to COBRA] To help Americans prepare for the 

costs of ongoing living assistance, would you favor, oppose, or neither favor nor 
oppose each of the following? 

Q32E  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    8          482,535  2.56 

(1) Strongly favor                101       5,340,822  28.38 

(2) Somewhat favor                  97       6,123,335  32.54 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                  74       5,385,595  28.62 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  14          681,113  3.62 

(5) Strongly oppose                  16          806,655  4.29 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q32F: [A government-administered long-term care insurance program for people who 
require care for more than 5 years] To help Americans prepare for the costs of ongoing 

living assistance, would you favor, oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each of the 
following? 

Q32F  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    4          366,008  1.94 

(1) Strongly favor                120       6,746,260  35.85 

(2) Somewhat favor                  90       6,133,817  32.59 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                  63       4,115,078  21.87 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  15          979,378  5.20 

(5) Strongly oppose                  18          479,513  2.55 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q32G: [The ability for individuals to use non-taxable funds such as IRA’s or 401(k)’s to 
pay long-term care insurance premiums ] To help Americans prepare for the costs of 
ongoing living assistance, would you favor, oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each 

of the following? 

Q32G  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    4          292,608  1.55 

(1) Strongly favor                120       5,923,989  31.48 

(2) Somewhat favor                106       6,704,828  35.63 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                  55       3,803,845  20.21 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  11       1,218,479  6.47 

(5) Strongly oppose                  14          876,306  4.66 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q33A: [Tax breaks for people who provide care to a family member] To help Americans 
prepare for the costs of providing ongoing living assistance, would you favor, oppose, 

or neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q33A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2            29,492  0.16 

(1) Strongly favor                190     11,294,958  60.02 

(2) Somewhat favor                  76       4,580,100  24.34 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                  37       2,822,928  15.00 

(4) Somewhat oppose                    1            36,172  0.19 

(5) Strongly oppose                    4            56,403  0.30 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q33B: [Changing Social Security rules to give earnings credit to caregivers who are 
out of the workforce to provide care to a family member] To help Americans prepare 

for the costs of providing ongoing living assistance, would you favor, oppose, or 
neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q33B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3            67,217  0.36 

(1) Strongly favor                156       9,124,570  48.48 

(2) Somewhat favor                  87       5,272,753  28.02 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                  54       3,786,231  20.12 

(4) Somewhat oppose                    4          101,775  0.54 

(5) Strongly oppose                    6          467,509  2.48 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q33C: [Tax breaks for employers who provide paid family leave to workers] To help 
Americans prepare for the costs of providing ongoing living assistance, would you 

favor, oppose, or neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q33C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    3          183,500  0.98 

(1) Strongly favor                163       9,305,169  49.44 

(2) Somewhat favor                  75       5,017,870  26.66 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                  52       3,439,026  18.27 

(4) Somewhat oppose                    5          310,245  1.65 

(5) Strongly oppose                  12          564,243  3.00 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q33D: [A Medicare benefit that provides temporary care if the caregiver and the care 
recipient live together and are both Medicare beneficiaries ] To help Americans prepare 

for the costs of providing ongoing living assistance, would you favor, oppose, or 
neither favor nor oppose each of the following? 

Q33D  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2            54,047  0.29 

(1) Strongly favor                144       7,771,262  41.29 

(2) Somewhat favor                  98       6,456,424  34.31 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                  52       4,036,494  21.45 

(4) Somewhat oppose                    7          201,822  1.07 

(5) Strongly oppose                    7          300,005  1.59 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q35: How much effort would you like the federal government to devote to helping 
people with the costs of ongoing living assistance in the year 2017? 

Q35  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          494,567  2.63 

(1) A great deal of effort                116       7,089,258  37.67 

(2) A lot of effort                  88       5,522,830  29.35 

(3) A moderate amount of effort                  67       3,680,858  19.56 

(4) Only a little effort                  23       1,775,338  9.43 

(5) No effort at all                  10          257,201  1.37 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Q33_1: Have you heard of [California’s/New Jersey’s/Rhode Island’s] Paid Family 
Leave program, or have you not heard of this program before?/Some states operate 
Paid Family Leave programs. Have you heard of any of these state programs or have 

you not heard of this type of program before? 

Q33_1  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2            54,164  0.29 

(1) Yes, heard of it                149       8,524,411  45.29 

(2) No, have not heard of it                159     10,241,479  54.42 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

Q33_2: Do you favor, oppose, or neither favor nor oppose this program?/Would you 
favor, oppose, or neither favor nor oppose such a program in your state? 

Q33_2  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1              8,442  0.04 

(1) Strongly favor                174       9,428,687  50.10 

(2) Somewhat favor                  66       3,805,396  20.22 

(3) Neither favor nor oppose                  45       3,865,992  20.54 

(4) Somewhat oppose                  10          917,800  4.88 

(5) Strongly oppose                  14          793,737  4.22 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

INS1: Are you covered by any kind of health insurance or some other kind of health 
care plan or not? 

INS1  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Yes                279     14,815,915  78.72 

(2) No                  31       4,004,140  21.28 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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INS2: Which of the following is your main source of health insurance coverage? 

INS2  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            11,514  0.06 

-99                  31       4,004,140  21.28 

(1) Plan through employer                116       5,965,459  31.70 

(2) Plan through spouse’s employer                  33          888,941  4.72 

(3) Plan purchased yourself directly from 
an insurance company 

                 11          699,147  3.71 

(4) Health insurance marketplace                  18       1,013,126  5.38 

(5) Medicare                  69       4,654,196  24.73 

(6) Medicaid                  15          735,314  3.91 

(7) Somewhere else                  16          848,217  4.51 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

INS2A: In addition to Medicare, do you have health insurance coverage through 
Medicaid, or not? 

INS2A  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                241     14,165,858  75.27 

(1) Yes                  17       1,626,768  8.64 

(2) No                  52       3,027,428  16.09 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

INS2B: In addition to Medicaid, do you have health insurance coverage through 
Medicare, or not? 

INS2B  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                295     18,084,740  96.09 

(1) Yes                    3          162,234  0.86 

(2) No                  12          573,080  3.05 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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INS2C: As far as you know, does your health insurance pay for ongoing living 
assistance services should you need them, or not? 

INS2C  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                  19       1,069,309  5.68 

-99                  31       4,004,140  21.28 

(1) Yes                  66       3,723,029  19.78 

(2) No                194     10,023,576  53.26 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

INS3: Do you currently have long-term care insurance from a private insurance 
company, or not? That’s extra insurance that covers expenses of ongoing living 

assistance. 

INS3  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    6          544,809  2.89 

(1) Yes                  42       3,165,473  16.82 

(2) No                262     15,109,773  80.29 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

INS4: Some people sometimes mistakenly think that other kinds of health insurance 
cover long-term care. How sure are you that you have private insurance that 

specifically covers long-term care? 

INS4  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                268     15,654,581  83.18 

(1) Very sure                  21       1,324,571  7.04 

(2) Somewhat sure                    9          798,649  4.24 

(3) Neither sure nor unsure                    6          377,468  2.01 

(4) Somewhat unsure                    5          650,323  3.46 

(5) Very unsure                    1            14,461  0.08 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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POLITICS: Do you consider yourself a Democrat, a Republican, an independent or 
none of these? 

POLITICS  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    1            57,372  0.30 

(1) Democrat                142       8,949,346  47.55 

(2) Republican                  58       3,722,124  19.78 

(3) Independent                  61       3,602,972  19.14 

(4) None of these                  48       2,488,240  13.22 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

DEMO: Do you consider yourself a strong Democrat or a moderate Democrat? 

DEMO  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                168       9,870,708  52.45 

(1) Strong Democrat                  52       2,734,366  14.53 

(2) Moderate Democrat                  90       6,214,980  33.02 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

REPUB: Do you consider yourself a strong Republican or a moderate Republican? 

REPUB  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

-99                252     15,097,930  80.22 

(1) Strong Republican                  29       1,541,300  8.19 

(2) Moderate Republican                  29       2,180,825  11.59 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

INDEP: Do you learn more toward the Democrats or the Republicans? 

INDEP  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    2            90,911  0.48 

-99                200     12,671,471  67.33 

(1) Lean Democrat                  29       1,652,545  8.78 

(2) Lean Republican                  24       1,185,575  6.30 

(3) Don't lean                  55       3,219,551  17.11 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        
 
  



NORC  |  The 2017 Long-Term Care Poll 

PUBLIC USE FILE CODEBOOK  |  93 

USBORN: Were you born in the United States or in another country? 

USBORN  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

.                    4            99,948  0.53 

(1) In the United States                222     12,524,134  66.55 

(2) In another country                  84       6,195,972  32.92 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

OTHERLANG: Do you speak a language other than English at home? 

OTHERLANG  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Yes                193     13,319,891  70.78 

(2) No                117       5,500,163  29.23 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

AGEGRP: Age 

AGEGRP  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) 40-54                166       9,038,970  48.03 

(2) 55-64                  76       5,917,651  31.44 

(3) 65-74                  55       3,155,175  16.77 

(4) 75+                  13          708,258  3.76 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

RACETH: Race/ethnicity 

RACETH  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(3) Hispanic                310     18,820,054  100.00 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

MARITAL: Marital status 

MARITAL  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Married                180     10,304,240  54.75 

(2) Widowed                  12          398,872  2.12 

(3) Divorced                  66       3,929,850  20.88 

(4) Separated                  10       1,908,052  10.14 

(5) Never married                  42       2,279,040  12.11 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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HHINCOME: Household income 

HHINCOME  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Under $10,000                  16       2,057,532  10.93 

(2) $10,000 to under $20,000                  30       2,014,657  10.70 

(3) $20,000 to under $30,000                  39       2,676,930  14.22 

(4) $30,000 to under $40,000                  38       2,893,692  15.38 

(5) $40,000 to under $50,000                  29       1,673,095  8.89 

(6) $50,000 to under $75,000                  56       3,602,453  19.14 

(7) $75,000 to under $100,000                  40       1,864,135  9.91 

(8) $100,000 to under $150,000                  41       1,290,620  6.86 

(9) $150,000 or more                  21          746,940  3.97 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

EMPSTATUS: Employment status 

EMPSTATUS  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Employed                186     10,743,369  57.08 

(2) Not employed                124       8,076,685  42.92 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

EDUCATION: Educational attainment 

EDUCATION  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Less than high school graduate                  27       6,865,174  36.48 

(2) High school graduate or equivalent                  52       5,466,714  29.05 

(3) Some college                122       4,167,953  22.15 

(4) College graduate or above                109       2,320,213  12.33 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 

        

GENDER: Gender 

GENDER  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Male                134       9,083,057  48.26 

(2) Female                176       9,736,997  51.74 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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CENSUS_REGION: Census region 

CENSUS_REGION  Frequency  

 Weighted  

Percent  Frequency  

(1) Northeast                  45       2,631,081  13.98 

(2) Midwest                  33       1,513,765  8.04 

(3) South                114       7,245,155  38.50 

(4) West                118       7,430,052  39.48 

Total                310     18,820,054  100.00 
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Map of Census Regions 

 


